Courtesy of Market Harborough Historical Society — who have kindly allowed me to
share this article from their 1988 Magazine:

The Kibworth Town Estates and the Origins of Beauchamp Grammar School
By Bernhard Elliott

Thirty years ago in 1957 | published my History of Kibworth Beauchamp
Ggrammar School. Since then much research has been devoted to medieval
grammar schools and this had led me to revise part of my history. |n particular,
historians have stressed the importance of the town estate in the founding of
these grammar schools. Many villages in Leicestershire in the late Middle Ages
were governed by town estates, which were trusts set up to carry out certain
important functions. Thus, such a trust was set up in Loughborough in the early
fourteenth century to maintain the bridge across the Soar at Cotes and also to
maintain the grammar school. Later in the sixteenth century Melton Mowbray
had a town estate which carried out certain important works, such as the
maintenance of the parish church.

Such a town estate was established at Kibworth in the fourteenth century. The
promotors of this form of local government were Robert Chapman of Kibworth
Harcourt and Roger de Stainsby of Smeeton Westerby. The Chapmans were an
important medieval Kibworth Harcourt family, one of whom Richard Chapman
was a tenant there between 1368 and 1389. In 1386, Richard Chapman granted
to Adam Brown, draper, a tenement in Kibworth Harcourt. It was in 1359 that
Robert Chapman and Roger de Stainsby joined together to form the Kibworth
town estate. |n it they handed over to a number of trustees land in Kibworth
Beauchamp, Kibworth Harcourt and Smeeton Westerby which brought in an
annual rent which the trustees could use for a number of objects, such as the
setting up and maintenance of a grammar school in the village. The trustees to
whom the land were conveyed were William Weston of Carlton Curlieu, William
Haynes and Roger the clerk of Kibworth Harcourt, William Swan and William
Langton of Kibworth Beauchamp and Richard White of Smeeton. The Haynes
family was among the leading free landholders in Kibworth Harcourt.

The Kibworth town estate continued to flourish throughout the later Middle
Ages, and from time to time a different set of trustees took over the running of
it. In 1417, William Browhn, John Marchant and Robert Polle became the chief
trustees. The Browns were an old family in Kibworth Harcourt, holding parcels
of free and customary land. In 1405, William Brown received the grant of a
freehold tenement in the village from some people in Market Harborough. In a
deed of 1434, he is described as William Brown of Coventry and Kibworth, and
the family seem to have left the village for Coventry in 1484. Another important
family were the Polles and Robert Polle held the office of reeve or bailiff and in
1417 his salary was increased from 6s. 8d. to 40s. 14d.

The next change of trustees took place in 1449, when Henry Goode took over the
running of the town estate. He was a member of a land-owning family in
Kibworth and in due course he was replaced by William Jay, the member of
another land-owning family in the village. It seems that Jay took over the
running of the town estate c.1500. In 1540, he was replaced as trustee by
Richard Bryan and William Parker. Bryan was a farmer, butcher and kept the



Rose and Crown Inn and in 1605, his son, another Robert died worth a £380. The
Parkers were another old Kibworth family, who made their first appearance in
the village in the late fourteenth century. By the mid-seventeenth century they
held several freehold and copyhold tenements in Kibworth and in due course
they built for themselves a fine Renaissance mansion in the village square,
known as the Old House.

In 1559 Richard Bryan and William Parker handed over the running of the
Kibworth town estate to John Bale and others and amongst the others was
Thomas Fox, a member of yet another old-established Kibworth family. By 1595
Fox was the sole surviving feoffee of the 1559 charter and before he died in 1599
he had a new charter drawn up in which he established a hew town estate,
whose members included Sir Henry Hastings of Braunston. This new body of
trustees continued to run the town estate. The grammar school in the first half
of the seventeenth century and the next town estate was not established unt.il
1645 when Sir Henry Hastings of Braunston, the sole surviving trustee of all the
trustees of the 1595 charter, drew up a new charter in 1645 handing over
control of the estate and of the grammar school to eighteen new trustees,
which consisted of two knights, four gentlemen, nine yeomen and three
husbandmen. On the back of the 1645 charter is written: "In testimony of this |
the aforesaid Henry Hastings have affixed my seal to the charter 15 April 1645."

Along with the feoffment charter was attached a schedule of school lands in
which the various tenements are noted together with the names of the tenants.
The tenements in Kibworth Beauchamp were in the occupation of John Abbot,
Grace Vale (widow), Martin Cleiver, Francis Wale, Edward Parsons and Thomas
Clerk. The tenants in Smeeton Westerby belonging to the town estate were in
the occupation of Richard Freeman, Thomas Loddington, Richard Bryan, Robert
Brown and Richard Bent, gent. and the tenants of the town estate and school
lands in Kibworth Beauchamp were Richard Foxon, Thomas Page, Anne Haines
(widow), William Green and George Fox.

Thus, in the middle of the seventeenth century the town estate consisted of
many tenements and parcels of land in Kibworth Harcourt, Kibworth Beauchamp
and Smeeton Westerby. The 1645 charter is the last in the series of feoffment
deeds of the Kibworth town estate and it would seem that it began to disappear
about this time, although the grammar school continued to maintain its lands
right through the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.



