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INTRODUCTION:  There are different accounts of the Rectors of St Wilfrid’s Church, Kibworth 
Beauchamp, especially between 1565 and 1640. Parish and ecclesiastical records confirm four 
successive Rectors with the surname Beridge: William Beridge, John Beridge, William Beridge and 
another William Beridge. Some accounts confuse the latter two Williams as the same person. Most 
references quote John Nichols “Histories and Antiquities of Leicestershire, Volume 3, Part 1”, published 
in 1800, who, unfortunately made an error.  

For further information on other rectors of Kibworth See: 
 Rectors of Kibworth 1220-2007 researched by Kevin Feltham in 1999 

 
This document reviews the available facts by evaluating Kibworth Parish Records, local history 

books and online resources. Its aim is to clarify the history of the Beridge’s in Kibworth. The research 
revealed interesting connections to the Monarchy and other dignitaries of the period; plus, the family’s 
part in releasing Kibworth from the Puritanical rule of the Parliamentarian “Yaxley” and the legacy 
they left to Kibworth, which is still talked about today.   
 
BEFORE THE BERIDGE’S:       Early Patrons of the church were the Beauchamps. The Rectors were many 
with fallings out, differences of opinion and resignations recorded. G.W. Barratt1 recorded the 
Patronage was taken over by Thomas Heggeford and William Berresford in 1439 after which the  
Merton College took over and the church was Catholic.  Between 1534 and 1660, however, there were 
many changes within the church, monarchy and Government. These changes, in turn, had an impact 
upon our village.  
 
RICHARD PATES: RECTOR OF KIBWORTH 1534-1541  became Rector in 1534 under the Patronage 
of Merton College, Henry VIII was on the throne and in 1534 declared himself head of the church; some 
clergy opposed the changes, one of whom was Richard Pates, who by 1541 forfeited his post before 
being charged with High Treason and the Crown revoked the patronage from Merton College.  

 
WILLIAM WATKYN: RECTOR OF KIBWORTH 1541-C.1554 was made Rector after 1541 and remained so 
until c.1554, when Mary I became Queen. Mary aimed to reverse the reformation of Henry VIII and his 
son Edward VI by restoring Catholicism. William Watkyns refused, was imprisoned and had his benefice 
removed. Mary I died in 1558, when Elizabeth I became Queen and revoked the religious changes made 
by Queen Mary.  

 
EDWARD GREGORY: RECTOR OF KIBWORTH 1554-1565 No further information, source: K. Feltham
  
WILLIAM BERIDGE: RECTOR OF KIBWORTH 1565-1601 See following page 
 
THE BERIDGE NAME: There are many spelling variations of the surname Beridge / Berridge / 
Burredge, and Beveridge within the Barrow-Upon-Soar lineage. The surname can be traced to many 
parts of the country. It is likely to have originated in the Midlands and then spread to Kent, Norfolk 
and, notably, Monk Fryson in North Yorkshire where there were many with the Beridge name. Monk 
Fryson was a Saxon village with historic links to Selby Abbey. Its parish church, like Kibworth’s, was 
dedicated to St Wilfrid. For simplicity, I have used the most frequent spelling used by our “Kibworth” 
Beridge’s” throughout this document. 
                         

INHERITANCE:  During the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, it was common for the first 
son to inherit everything, whilst the younger sons had to earn a living. The Church offered a 
respectable, influential and often lucrative career path. Parents, or influential family connections, 
often owned the right [advowson] to appoint a Rector of their choosing into a parish. That Rector, in 
turn, could employ “lower-class / less educated” curates to perform the pastoral work. High-ranking 
positions in the church were often obtained through family influence or connections. The Beridge 
families of this era appear to have placed nearly all of their sons into the church. 

 

 
1 History of Kibworth by G.W. Barratt – publication date unknown c.1950 
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THE BERIDGE’S  The first confirmed Beridge 
Rector of Kibworth can be traced to the Hamlet of 
Shelton, Bedfordshire, in 1564. There is no evidence 
to support the theory that Shelton was where the 
family originally came from, as there are no 
documents bearing the name in the area. However, 
William Beridge certainly lived in Shelton from 1562 
to 1601. The Shelton Parish records began in 1565 but 
are not yet viewable on-line. 

 
 ST MARY’S CHURCH, SHELTON, BEDFORDSHIRE: 
Patrons of the church were historically both  
Beauchamps [who were also early Patrons of Kibworth] and the Skeffington’s of Leicestershire. Early 
records of Shelton Rectors reveal many links with Leicestershire. 

 
NOTE: Whilst researching, it was noted that a John Berege was recorded as a Chaplain by Oxford 
University 17th February 1532 2  
 
WILLIAM BERIDGE [1] [C. 1535–1601]:  RECTOR OF KIBWORTH 1565-1601 Few facts are known about 
William’s early life, if he married or had children. Later documents infer a connection between the 
Beridge’s of Shelton / Kibworth and the Berridge’s / Beveridge’s of Tugby and Barrow-Upon-Soar. 
Unfortunately, there is insufficient evidence to verify how the two families are connected.  
  

William had the means to obtain a good education; he attended university, took an M.A., and 
was licensed as a preacher. He was ordained by the Bishop of Lincoln on 8th April 1562 and appointed 
rector of St Mary’s Church, Shelton (Bedfordshire), on 17 June 1564. The visitation records also state 
he was “Bred in the Schools”. The meaning of this phrase is vague, although the book suggests it 
meant the person attended university but did not necessarily graduate. William later secured 
dispensations which enabled him to hold more than one benefice [pluralist]. In 1565, he was appointed 
rector of St Wilfrid’s Church, Kibworth Beauchamp, whose Patron was Elizabeth I. 

 

William’s name does not appear in the early Kibworth parish records. He wasn’t present during 
the visitations of Kibworth which confirms that he was an absentee rector and that the church was 
served locally by others. The clerical subsidy rolls and related records name William Clarke in 1571 and 
Peter Sargeant, who was ordained by the Bishop of Ely in 1580, he was mentioned in 1586–87, 1591 
and 1594 in connection with Kibworth. Peter Sargeant was also named as curate in the list of the 
Gartree Deanery. The Curates also taught at the Free School of Kibworth Beauchamp which was 
established before 1359. The book of visitations records William Beridge as rector of both parishes, 
living in Shelton. In 1597 and he was recorded in the List of Election of Proctors for Shelton.  

 

The “State of the Church in the reign of Elizabeth and James 1” re: the Diocese of Lincoln 
records in 1589-91, Kibworth: William Beridge furnished a local militia with full equipment for light 
horseman which included horses, light armour, weapons such as a sword, lance, possibly a pair of 
pistols enabling local men to respond quickly to skirmishes, whilst in Shelton he fortified the area 
with heavy weaponry. 3 

 

Whilst no records have been found of William’s marriage or baptisms of any children, it is 
widely believed he had a son named John (born c.1572) and possibly another son, William [M.A.] who 
was recorded as Curate of Shelton from 23rd January 1604 to 26th May 1632; However, their 
relationship is purely hypothesis. Legal papers dated 1601, record a William Beridge took legal 
proceedings against William Gage, Gent of Kibworth Beauchamp, regarding the rectory. Did William 
decide to move to Kibworth?  

 
2 Matriculation Register of Oxford University by Joseph Foster 1891 
https://archive.org/details/cu31924084672959/page/n127/mode/2up?q=beridge 
3 https://archive.org/details/stateofchurchinr01chur/mode/2up  William Berridge: see Pages 45, 107, 129, 157, 164 & 
192. John Berridge see pages 193, 260 & 291 .The church was responsible for the defence of the Kingdom against 
possible invasion by the King of Spain 

St Mary's Church, Shelton, Beds 



The Beridge Rectors 
 

3 
©J.Davis, Kibworth & District Heritage Society 2026 

William Berridge died before 17th July 1601. His burial records and Last Will and Testament 
have not been found. 

 
JOHN BERIDGE [C.1572-1632]: RECTOR OF KIBWORTH 1602-1632          The “Assumed” son of the Rector 
William Beridge of Shelton and Kibworth was born about 1572. He received a good education before 
being admitted to Pembroke College, Cambridge, about 1586. He attained a Master of Arts in 1593 and 
a Doctor of Divinity at Cambridge c.1601. He was ordained as a Deacon in 1597 and as a Priest in 1601. 
John was given a licence to preach by the Arch Bishop of Canterbury. He was also given the right to 
hold more than one Benefice by the Lord St John [of Lincoln?]. On the 17th July 1601, he succeeded 
William Beridge as Rector of Shelton, Bedfordshire, noted as “on the death of the previous vicar”. In 
1602, he became Rector of Kibworth Beauchamp, where Elizabeth I was Patron. Between 1617 and 
1620, John was recorded as precentor of Lincoln Cathedral by proxy, 21st December 1621, and 
prebendary of Thorngate, September 16224. John was clearly highly respected. The visitations of 
Shelton in 1603 reported his behaviour to be good and hospitable and that he was also the Rector of 
Kibworth Beauchamp1.   
 

John married Dorothy Fielding about 16005 [marriage not found], Dorothy was born about 1580 
and was the daughter of Ferdinand Fielding [Gent][c.1550-1586] and Isabel Astley of Wolvey, 
Warwickshire who married on the 17th May 1578 at Kingsbury, Warwickshire6. Ferdinand was a younger 
son of Basil and Goodethe Fielding of Newnham Paddox, Monks Kirby, Warwickshire. Dorothy’s Cousin, 
William Fielding [1587-1643] became the first Earl of Denbigh7 and was Master of the Great Wardrobe 
for James I. William’s wife, Susan Villiers, was the sister of one of James I favourites – George Villiers 
- the family was very well connected8,9  

 

Evidence from the visitations infer John and Dorothy initially lived in Shelton where their 
eldest two daughters were born but from 1606, baptism and burial records of their children, confirm 
the family had moved to the Rectory of Kibworth Beauchamp10. As previously noted: on the 23rd 
January 1604, a Curate named William Berridge [relationship not verified] was appointed at Shelton. 
The appointment may have coincided with the John Beridge’s move to Kibworth. 

 
John and Dorothy had thirteen children, three daughters: Mary, Festina, and Gooditha, plus 

ten sons: Basil [1], William, Ferdinand, George, Basil [2], Michael, James, Jonathan, Samuel, and John 
born between 1601 and 1624 [See Berridge family tree]. Notably nearly all the children were named 
after many of Dorothy’s Aunts and Uncles. Sadly, all their daughters and three of their sons Basil[1], 
Michael and ? Samuel11, died during John’s lifetime. 

 
Education featured strongly in the Beridge household, their sons initially attended School in 

Kibworth and William, Fernando, Basil, Samuel [?] and John went to the Universities of Cambridge and 
Oxford, whilst George pursued a career in Law. Their education at the Kibworth Beauchamp free school 
was evidently a very high standard, as William was matriculated at University and awarded his B.A. 
five days later. 

 

John Nichols wrote in his Chapter of Barrow-Upon-Soar: of his huge respect of the family12 
and records John as Rector of Kibworth and Barrow-Upon-Soar, however, as will be discovered, it 
appears Nichols confused two persons of the same name. [See note:] 

 
As John’s status grew in the church, so did his wealth, as a Rector, he received a fair proportion 

of the churches income from both Shelton and Kibworth, whilst a curate took a lesser portion and did 

 
4 https://landedfamilies.blogspot.com/2024/05/577-beridge-and-sparrow-of-algarkirk.html 
5 Brass Plaque, St Wilfrids Church – see next page 
6 Warwickshire County Record Office Ref: DRB003/1 p.24 
7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Feilding,_1st_Earl_of_Denbigh 
8 https://monkskirby-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/The-Story-of-Monks-Kirby-1.pdf 
9 Boyd's Inhabitants Of London & Family Units 1200-1946, 1625, ref: 9404 
10 Kibworth Parish Records 1574-1825 [Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland Archives Ref: DE5417/1] 
11 Samuels death preceeding his father was recorded on the Brass plaque but there is evidence he died after his 
father and the author may have meant James or Jonothan 
12 “The History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester” : Vol. 3, Part 1” page 77 
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all the work. In 1619 John purchased the manor and advowson of Kibworth Beauchamp and made his 
home at the Manor plus became the Patron of St Wilfrid’s Church [which was formerly under the 
Patronage of the Crown].  

 
Two Legal documents of 1627, entitled Demise and Mortgage infer an arrangement between 

John and Ismael Borough13, A wealthy Rector of Stonton Wyville, Leicestershire, this may have been 
part of a marriage contract between John’s second surviving son Ferdinand and Ismael’s daughter 
Ann, as they were married a short time after. Some local historians record Ismael Beridge as Patron 
of St Wilfrid’s following John’s demise. Ismael Beridge & Ismael Borough are likely to be the same 
person. 

 
John died in London on the 12th May 1632. His body was bought back to Kibworth where he was 

buried on the 14th May 1632 
 

 
1632 “John Beridge sacrd theologs professor sepulterat  May 14th"  

1574-1725 Ref: DE5417/1 With kind permission of © Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland  
 

Translation:  John Beridge Professor of Sacred Theology was buried on May 14th 
 
Brass plate dedicated to John Beridge located to on the North Wall, the left of the Altar of St 
Wilfrids Church, Kibworth Beauchamp 
Latin inscription (as transcribed) 
 

JOHANNES BERIDGE THEOLOGIE 

PROFESSOR ECCLESIE CATHDRALIS B 

MARIE LINCOLN PRECENTOR ATQ HVIVS 

ECCLESIE PER ANNOS 20 PASTOR EIVSDEMQ 

PATRONVS QVI LONDINI ANIMAM DEO 

REDDIDIT  

12 DI MAII ANNO DM 1632 

 
AElatis sue sexagesimo Cornirgem Sortitus 

dorotheam filiam Ferdinandi Fielding armigeri 

e quam ei nati Junt 3 filie Maria Festina et 
Gooditha Comnes ante patre defluncte et 10 filii 

Basitius Guilielmus Ferdinandgus Georgius 
Basilius Michael Jacobus Jonathan Samuel 

Johannes quos omnes Basilio Semore et  
Michaele exceptis bna cu bxore superslites 

perique 

Spero bidere bonadm in terra Vincentiu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
13 See Ismael Borough 1627 Legal Documents 

Brass Plate dedicated to John Beridge  
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English translation 
 

John Beridge, Professor of Theology, Precentor of the Cathedral Church of St Mary of Lincoln, 

and pastor and patron of this church for twenty years, who rendered his soul to God in London on the 12th 

day of May in the year of Our Lord 1632, in the sixtieth year of his age. 

He married Dorothy, daughter of Ferdinand Fielding, Esquire, by whom he had three daughters — 

Mary, Festina, and Gooditha, all of whom died before their father — 

and ten sons: Basil, William, Ferdinand, George, Basil, Michael, James, Jonathan, Samuel, and 

John. All of these, [Basil, Samuel, and Michael, died] live on together with their mother. 

“I hope to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.” 

 
The final sentence is from Psalm 27:13,. 
 
Basil Beridge the Son of Fernando Beridge, Grandson of John Beridge was attributed to have had the 
brass plaque repaired and placed in the chancel, inferring it was damaged during the Civil war. 
 
 
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The only evidence to be found of John Beridge’s marriage to Dorothy Fielding and her connection to the 
Fielding’s of Monks Kirby [Earls of Denbigh], is  the memorial plaque bears the joining of their two coats-
of-arms in marriage. The Beridge Coat-of Arms depict four scallop shells which could be an indication 
the ancestors took part in four pilgrimages to Santiago de Compostela in Spain, traditionally believed 
to be the burial place of St James. Scallop shells also represent the family values of honour, unity and 
heritage. 
 

Evidence suggests John Beridge may not have left a valid Last Will and Testament. Papers 

relating to his Probate were filed in 1634 under the title “Admons” and Administrations & Wills” at 
Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland Record Office 1604-1633. [Viewable on Find My Past], they record 
on the proviso of certain conditions, his oldest son William was made administrator to provide a 
complete inventory and Sir John Lamb was made supervisor.14 Subsequent documents referring to the 
manor, Patronage and Advowson infer of its complexity. The paperwork of 1634 did not mention John’s 

 
14 John Beridge, Admons, 1634, Records Office, Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland 

Left: Coat of Arms of the Beridge Family,  Right: Coat of Arms of the Fielding’s 
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wife Dorothy, or his sons James and Jonothan15, it was signed by Samuell Beridge16, John Beridge, 
George Beridge, Basil Beridge and the mark of Henry Bailey. The final settlement does not appear to 
have occurred until 1654 [documents not seen]. 

 
Note: Sir John Lambe, studied at Cambridge and gained a reputation for being an Ecclesiastical 

Lawyer, his daughter Barbara married Basil Fielding, 2nd Earl of Denbigh on the 12th August 163917, Basil 
was the son of William 1st Earl of Denbigh - cousin of John’s wife Dorothy. Sir Lambe was a supporter of 
the Royal Prerogative and William Laud   

 
THE CHILDREN OF JOHN BERIDGE [1572-1632] 
Mary [c.1601-bef 1632]   ? Born  and died at Shelton [Beds]  
Festina [c.1603- bef 1632] ? Born and died at Shelton [Beds] 
Gooditha [1606-1620] Baptised 30 Mar 1606 Kibworth [Guddith] - buried 3 Mar 1619/20 

Kibworth [Goodith] 
Basil [1607-1607]  Baptised 6th April 1607 – buried 4th June 1607 
William [1608-1639/40]  became Rector of Kibworth Beauchamp following his father’s death: 

See next chapter. 
Ferdinando [1609-1702]   became Rector of Great Paxton 1661 [Hunts], See Page 9  
George [1611-1682]  Baptised 25th August 1611, church warden 1640,possibly buried at 

Algarkirk 1682, See Page: 10 
Basil [1613-1678] Baptised 25th April 1613 became Rector and Patron of Algarkirk 

(Lincs) 1637 See Page: 10 
Michael [1614-bef 1632]   Baptised 24th June 1614, died before 1632 
James [1615- bef 1634]  Baptised 25th July 1615, died before 1634 
Johnothan [1617- bef 1634]  Baptised 6th April 1617, ? died before 1632  
Samuel [1620-unk] Baptised 6th May 1620 – alive in 1634, possibly died during the Civil 

War18 
John [1624-1694] Baptised 20th May 1624, church warden in 1640, became Rector of 

Great Massingham (Norfk) See Page 10 
 
Note: There is no further information / documentation relating to his mother Dorothy nee 

Fielding after 1624, a burial has not been found. 
 

WILLIAM BERIDGE [1608-1640]: RECTOR & CLERK OF KIBWORTH 1632-1639/40 The eldest surviving 
son of John and Dorothy Beridge [nee Fielding], was baptised at St Wilfrid’s Church, Kibworth 
Beauchamp on the 24th April 160819; He was educated at Kibworth Free School and Trinity College, 
Oxford (matriculated 25th January 1627; BA 31st January 1627; MA 13th June 162920). The fact William 
entered university and was awarded his B.A. within days, , plus to achieve a Master of Arts at the age 
of twenty-one, demonstrates he received an elite education in the classics but little would have 
prepared him for the events that were to transpire. 
 

In May 1632, William’s father John Beridge, died unexpectedly in London and was bought back 
to Kibworth for his funeral, where he was buried within St Wilfrid’s church. William was twenty-four 
years old and his father did not appear to have a valid Will. As the eldest surviving son, he had the 
role of sorting out his father’s affairs; despite being ordained, he was too young to become Rector and 
he initially took on the role of Clerk to be made Rector when he came of age at Twenty-five. He also 
took over the Advowson of St Wilfrid’s Church, Manorial responsibilities and became responsible for 
looking after his five surviving younger brothers who were aged between six and twenty-two.  

 
His brother Basil was completing his studies to enter the clergy, his brother George was 

studying to become a lawyer in London, his brother Ferdinand was to be married to Ann Borough 

 
15 No burials or further information has been found for Dorothy and her sons James & Jonothan 
16 The Brass plaque records the death of Samuel during the lifetime of his father, yet he was recorded in the 
documentation of 1634, the plaque was apparently damaged during the civil war and repaired many years later, 
therefore contains possible errors. 
17 http://dev.historyofparliamentonline.org/lord-biography/feilding-basil-c-1608-75 
18 Listing of Sam Burrage: Cambridge Matriculation Corpus Christie 1635, AB:1638 Cla 1655 ? Same person 
19 Kibworth Parish Records 1574-1825 [Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland Archives Ref: DE5417/1] 
20 https://archive.org/details/cu31924084672959/page/n127/mode/2up?q=beridge 
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daughter of the wealthy Ismael Borough of Stonton Wyville and his surviving younger brothers were 
at school in Kibworth. With his father’s many ecclesiastical and manorial responsibilities, it was a 
huge challenge to sort his father’s affairs out for the church and probate; but the Beridge’s had some 
very influential people as extended members of their family and friends. It appears they used time to 
get certain people in place to protect their family assets. At the time, an inventory was  normally 
taken within days of the death – evidence suggests this was not the case for John Beridge. 

Note: There is some evidence Ismael Borough [Beridge] took over as Patronage of the church21 
but this is not verified. 

 

Nine months after his father’s death, in the February of 1632/3, William married [by License] 
Dorothy, daughter of Ambrose Secheverell, Vicar of Over Todmorton, Oxfordshire. Dorothy was 
Seventeen years old and under-age, therefore required the permission of her parents, plus they lived 
in different counties, which may have been the reason they required a license; Dorothy had the 
apparent consent of her father but interestingly recorded as “alleged by George Beridge [Gent] of 
Furnival’s Inn, London”,  which was a training facility for lawyers and clerks. [George Beridge was the 
younger brother of William]. 
 

Feb 26 William Berridge, Clerk, MA, Rector of Kibworth, co. Leicester, Bachr, 25, & 

Dorothy Secheverell, Spr, 17, dau. Of Ambrose Secheverell, Clerk, Vicar of Over Todmorton, co. 

Oxford, who consents: alleged by George Beridge, of Furnivals Inn, Gent.; 

at Kibworth or Upper Todmorton afsd.22 

Within twelve months William and his wife had their first child and another four children 
within the next 5 years - John [baptised 12th January 1633/4], William [baptised 24th May 1635], Dorothy 
[baptised 22nd January 1636/7], Margaret [baptised 26th March 1639] and Mary [baptised 6th January 
1639/40]. 

 
By 1634 matters relating to his father’s estate had to be addressed; the church courts required 

William to post a bond. William recruited his educated, London-lawyer brother George Beridge of Gray's 
Inn and his younger brother Basil Beridge [at the time a notary in the church court of Leicester] to 
stand as his legal co-guarantors. They bound themselves financially to Sir John Lambe, a famous 
contemporary judge who served as the official principal of the church courts. [Note: Sir John Lambe: 
was distantly related through marriage via their mother Dorothy nee Fielding]. By 1634 William 
together with his brothers George and Basil went to court,23. The conditions of the bond can be found 
on page 11 
 

The documents were partially written in Latin; the following is a partial transcription in modern 
English:- 
 

February 1634 (according to the English Court calendar).On the fourth day of the same month, before 
Robert Bailey, Clerk and Bachelor of Laws, surrogate for the venerable Sir John Lambe, Knight and 

Doctor of Laws, etc., in the presence of Basil Berridge, clerk and deputy Notary Public. Administration 
was granted of the goods, etc., of John Berridge, Professor of Holy Theology [Doctor of Divinity], 

Rector of Kibworth, and Prebendary of Alvington in the Cathedral Church of Blessed Mary of Lincoln, 
deceased, to William Berridge, clerk, his son, who was sworn in as administrator 

 

William clearly had a huge responsibility in sorting out his father’s affairs but there can be 
no doubt that the family was protected, with his brother George branching into law, his brother Basil, 
taking a temporary placement inside the Leicester ecclesiastical court; the family connections with 
Sir John Lambe, the Earls of Denbigh and even family connections to King Charles I, plus his brother 

 
21 Ismael, ismael1, ismael2 Williams brother Ferdinand Beridge married Ismael’s daughter Ann [baptised 19th 
October 1614] 
22 College of Arms, Faculty Office, Marriage Licences 1543-1700 
23 Probate / Admons & Wills 1604-1633 Record Office Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland  
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Ferdinand having married the daughter of the wealthy Rector Ismael Borough of Stonton Wyville who 
happened to be a close friend of Thomas Brudenell M.P. 24  
  
 Legal matters relating to John Beridge’s Will took many years to finalise and owing to 
subsequent events may not have been sorted until the 1650’s, [further research of relevant documents 
in the Beridge and Sparrow family archives in Essex and Lincolnshire would be required]. 
 
 In 1635 a William Beridge became rector of St Leonards Church, Great Catworth, 
Huntingdonshire; An Oxford University citation states25 “William Beridge Rector of Great Catworth 
and Kibworth” are the same person. Another source records William Beridge married to the daughter 
of Thomas Elkins 26. It is verified through Parish records and Marriage Licence Records that William 
Beridge of Kibworth married Dorothy Secheverell, therefore further research would be required to 
confirm if they are the same person or [more likely] another cousin. A document found in the 
Cambridge Archives dated 23rd August 1638 cite “William Berridge a clerk of Great Catworth” and 
William Beridge of Kibworth inferring they were different people. It can be confirmed, Williams brother 
Fernando Beridge was residing in Great Catworth at the time and Basil was living in Lincolnshire:- 

 
 Re: William Beridge of Great Catworth, clerk, ii) Fernando Beridge of Great Catworth, gentleman, Basil Beridge of 

Lincolnshire, clerk for wife Katherine, and for raising portions for children … messuage lately in occupation of Elizabeth 

Gurrie close lately occupied by Humphrey Woodfall, 1½ acres 3 acres dispersed in the fields a close commonly called 

Humphreys, 2 acres with power of attorney to Richard Prescott, gentleman,  

witnesses: Dorothy Beridge, William Beridge of Kibworth, John Brian 

 
Re:   “William Beridge of Great Catworth” [Hunts]  

Note: a Francias Dixie of Catworth married a Beridge in the 14th /15th Century27 
ii] Fernando Beridge of Great Catworth, [brother of William - confirmed], 

  Basil Beridge of Lincolnshire, clerk – [brother of William - confirmed] 
Witnesses  Dorothy Beridge – William’s wife [confirmed]  

William Beridge of Kibworth  
 
 

Politically the the build up to the English Civil War began in the 1630’s, increasing Puritanical 
beliefs, harsh penalties issued to their preachers. King Charles I imposing his own taxes and taking 
advice from the pro-Catholic William Laud - making him the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1633. In 
addition, harvests were poor, the general populous were poorer and many objected to the return of 
Catholicism within the Church. Some members of Parliament were themselves becoming interested 
in the Puritanical Pious beliefs and discontentment with the King was growing.  

 
As previously mentioned, the Beridge’s were very well connected with his brother Ferdinando’s 

father-in-law - Ismael Borough who was a great friend of the M.P. Thomas Brudenell28, George a lawyer 
in London, Basil had friends who knew William Laud, John was at Cambridge University, his mother’s 
cousin, was the Royalist William Fielding, 1st Earl of Denbigh and William having taken over the 
Manorial responsibilities of Kibworth, heard the voices of the local residents. The Beridge’s were 
staunch Royalists but wise - did they fear for the future? Did they make their own preparations for 
war? Did they fund the building of a tunnel from the Manor House to the Grammar School on to St 
Wilfrids Church, plus a tunnel from a house in Kibworth Harcourt, for those seeking sanctuary at the 
church29 as per a local myth?  
 

William and Dorothy’s youngest daughter Mary was baptised on the 11th January 1639/40, at 
St Wilfrid’s Church, sadly, twenty days later on the 31st January, William was buried.  

A Last Will and Testament has not been found. 

 
24 LW&T of Ismael Borough, Stonton Wyville 1639 
25 https://archive.org/details/cu31924084672959/page/n127/mode/2up?q=beridge  
26 https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/hunts/vol3/pp28-35 Ref: 45 
27 https://archive.org/details/visitationcount09britgoog/page/n135/mode/2up?q=beridge 
28 http://dev.historyofparliamentonline.org/lord-biography/brudenell-thomas-1578-1663 
29 “Kibworth to Smeeton” a stroll down memory lane – III by Phillip J. Porter p. 42 – Tunnel from Grammar School 
confirmed, others not verified. 
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1939/40 January William Beridge, Clerk, Rector of Kibworth was buried 31st  30 
 
Further information relating to the Beridge Brothers and descendants can be found on page 10. 

 
WILLIAM BERIDGE [3][C.1594/5-1640]: RECTOR OF KIBWORTH 1639/40-1640  

Much confusion has been made between the previous William Beridge and the William Beridge, 
who became the next rector of Kibworth and the established Rector of Barrow-Upon-Soar. They were 
possibly cousins though their relationship cannot be verified without further research. There can be 
no doubt the Kibworth Beridge’s reached out to their Barrow-Upon-Soar family to protect the Parish 
and their assets.  
 

William was the son of John Beridge Yeoman of Tugby, Leicestershire, he was baptised in Tugby 
on the 23rd March 1594/5 and educated at Oakham, prior to going to Cambridge University where he 
matriculated in 1610, gained his BA in 1613/14 and MA in 1617 and entered the Church. William’s father 
was the Patron and owned the vicarage and Advowson of the Holy Trinity Church, Barrow-Upon-
Soar.21 

William was inducted into the Church of Barrow-Upon-Soar on the 24th October 162031 and 
kept meticulous records, diligently signing his name at the bottom of each page.   

 
About 1622 he married Elizabeth. Gaunt [un-confirmed], with whom, they had eight children, 

Helen [1622-1622], Elizabeth [1624], Ann [1626/7], Lucie [1629], John [1631/2], Eleanor [1634], William 
[1636/7] and Thomas [1639/40], all were baptised at Barrow-Upon-Soar. 

 
Williams father - John Beridge of Tugby, 

made his Last Will and Testament in April 1627 
and died shortly after. The Will bequeathed his 
eldest son William, the Advowson, Patronage and 
Vicarage of Barrow-Upon-Soar32. [The Will makes 
no mention of Kibworth]. 
 

Within three weeks of the death of 
William Beridge [1608-1639/40] [2] Rector of 
Kibworth, William Beridge [3] of Barrow-Upon-
Soar was inducted into St Wilfrid’s Church 
Kibworth on the 20th February 1639 by Mr Hill, 
Clerk of Laughton Church and witnessed by Robert 
Raie and George Beridge [brother of William [2]] on 
the 8th March 1639, William read the 39 Articles33 

 
30 Kibworth Parish Records, Book 1  
31 Barrow-Upon-Soar Parish Records, Ref: DE2933/2 Records Office, Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland 
32 Last Will and Testament: John Beridge, Yeoman, Tugby, Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland Record Office Ref: 
PR/1/244 [Will] & PR/1/326 [Inventory – value £218] 
33 https://victorianweb.org/religion/39articles.html 

Holy Trinity Church: Barrow-Upon-Soar 

 

 At this point, it should be noted: many historians have confused:  
 William Beridge [1608- January 1639/40] of Kibworth son of John [died 1632] 

And  William Beridge [1594- October 1640] Born in Tugby, Leics, son of John [died 
1627] Rector of Barrow-Upon-Soar and later Rector of Kibworth 

 
Plus their father’s: 

 John Beridge [1572-1632] Rector of Kibworth and Shelton, Bedfordshire 
And  John Beridge [c. 1564-1627] Yeoman of Tugby – Patron and advowson of 

Barrow-Upon-Soar, inherited by his son William  in 1627 
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according to the Act of 1562 and was witnessed by James Weston Curate, Richard Halford and Nicholas 
Kynd.  

 
TRANSCRIPTIONS:   

Memorandum that William Berridge Clerk and Bachelor of Divinitie was inducted into reall actual and 
personall possession of the Rectorie of the parish church of Kibworth Beauchamp in the countie of Lycester 
by Mr Hill rector of the Church of Langton the twentyth day of ffebruary Anno Dmi 1639 style Anglae 

Witness: Robert Raie.  George Beridge34 
 

Memorandum that William Beridge Rector of Kibworth above named did publikely read in the parish 
church of Kibworth above named the nine and thirty articles agreed upon by the convocation of the clergie of 
the church of England in the year 1562 and did also publikely profess his unfayned assent and consent to the 
___ of them ___ and to all things reformed ___ ___ ___ time of Dionis ___ Sundaye the eight day of 

March Anno 1639 luxta computatione ecclesiae Anglcanae 

Signed James Weston Curate Richard Halford & Nycolas Kynd 

 
The Kibworth Parish Records record only one baptism following his induction into St Wilfrids, 

at the bottom of the same page of the Parish Record are the signatures of Robert Raie, George Beridge, 
his brother John Beridge and William Mitchell – it is assumed they were church Wardens.   

 
William Beridge, Rector of Barrow-Upon-Soar and Kibworth Beauchamp was Rector of both 

Parishes for seven months; he died in October same year and was buried at his church at Barrow-
Upon Soar on the 29th October 1640. The Barrow-Upon-Soar Parish Records confirm he was Rector of 
Barrow-Upon-Soar and Kibworth. 
 

William Beridge, presbyter batchlour of Divinity, vicar of this perpetual 

Vicarage of Barow and rector of Kibworth Beauchampe was buryed the 29 of Oct 1640 

Elizabeth Wife of William Beridge presbyter was buryed 20th Oct 1640 

Barrow-Upon-Soar records © Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland DE2933/2 
 
William’s wife Elizabeth died shortly before him and was buried on the 20th October and his youngest 
son died in August of the same year leaving six children between the ages of four and sixteen.  
 
Upon the death of William Beridge the patronage was revoked by King Charles I 
 
St Wilfrids Church was without a Rector until the 12th March 1640/1 when William Hunt was inducted 
[See: Civil War, Hunt & Yaxley]  
 
THE BERIDGE’S [1640-1690]: William Beridge [2] died before the affairs of his late father were 
complete [his Last Will and Testament has not been found]. The next incumbent William Beridge [3] 
of Barrow-Upon-Soar and Kibworth Beauchamp, died within a few months, The financial and manorial 
affairs were clearly complex and legal papers infer there were agreements and disagreements between 
the Kibworth and Barrow-Upon-Soar Beridge’s which went on for many years, [Papers relating to John 
Beridge, Rector of Kibworth filed in 1656].  

 
The remaining Beridge’s were quiet during the Civil war, Ferdinand was living as a Gent at 

Great Catworth, Huntingdonshire, Basil was Rector of Algarkirk, Lincolnshire and purchased the local 
Manor, their brother George continued working as a lawyer, he also lived at Algarkirk, whilst their 
younger brother John was at University. All appear distanced from the political tensions of the time 
and notably Kibworth. But later documents reveal the family had a highly active part to play; as the 

 
34 Kibworth Parish Records 1574-1725 Ref: DE5417/1 
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Last Will and Testament record John Beridge [1624-1690] was awarded a Gold and Silver Medal by 
Charles II, quite what their activities were, one can only imagine. 
 

Charles I revoked the Patronage of the church following the death of William [3] and made 
the staunch Royalist William Hunt Rector, thus strengthening his power within the region. The Manor 
of Kibworth Beauchamp continued to be owned by the Beridge family, though it is unclear what 
happened to William’s [2], wife and children, as William Hunt appears to have rented the Manor house 
during his incumbency.  

 
After the Civil, William [2] son bearing the same name [William [4] born 1635], participated 

the eviction of Yaxley and appeared before Parliament in 1660 [See: Civil War, Hunt & Yaxley]. No 
further information has been found for his siblings or his Uncles: Samuel, James or Jonothan, did they 
die before or during the Civil War? Later documents reveal the Manor was bequeathed to his Uncle 
John [1624-1690], following his death, the Manor was sold. The manor was rented to Richard and 
Dorothy Davenport – Did William’s [2] widow - Dorothy nee Seceverell marry Richard Davenport? 
 
FURTHER READING SEE: THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR, KIBWORTH RECTORS: HUNT & YAXLEY 
 
BROTHERS OF WILLIAM BERIDGE [2] 
FERDINANDO BERIDGE [1609-1702]: RECTOR OF GREAT PAXTON 1661-1702  Second surviving 
son of John and Dorothy Beridge, Ferdinando was baptised 29th September 1609. He married Ann the 
daughter of Ismael Borough c. 1632. A record of their marriage has not been found but the name Ann 
Beridge is cited as executrix in the Last Will and Testament of Ismael Borough35 and Fernando and Ann 
Beridge are recorded as parents of Matilda baptised in 1634 in Stonton Wyville. Initially lived in Stonton 
Wyville until the death of her father in 1638, when according to a legal document, the family moved 
to Great Catworth [Hunts]. He was next recorded in 1640 as a witness of William Hunt reading of the 
Thirty-nine Articles.  By 1652 he was recorded living at Wartnaby, Leicestershire as a Gent, where he 
had two of his children baptised, [his brother Basil was married at the same church].  
 

In 1654 he wrote an Almanac36 written for the prophecy of 
Leicester “for students of Physic”. Relatively late in life he took 
Holy Orders and was inducted as Vicar of Great Paxton [Hunts] on 
the 10th September 1661. He continued as Vicar of the Church for 
another Fourty-Four years until his death in 1702. The entry in the 
Parish Record Book of Great Paxton 1583-1702, states:- 
 
Ferdinando Beridge was vicar of this church for 44 years and lived 

to the age of Ninety-Five, he was buried on the Fourth day of 
March 1702 

 
Ferdinando’s brother Basil of Algarkirk died without a living heir 
and Ferndinando’s eldest living son inherited Algarkirk Hall and 
he also became Rector of the church – there were Beridge 
Rectors in Algarkirk for the next three hundred years 
For further information See: 
https://landedfamilies.blogspot.com/2024/05/577-beridge-and-
sparrow-of-algarkirk.html 
 
BASIL BERIDGE [1613-1678]: RECTOR OF ALGARKIRK 1637-1678 Fourth surviving son of John and 
Dorothy Beridge, Basil was baptised at St Wilfrids Church, Kibworth Beauchamp on the 25th April 1613, 
he was educated at Christ's College, Cambridge BA and was ordained as a Deacon in 1636 and Rector 
and Patron of Algarkirk (Lincs) from 1637. He possibly married and had children who died before he 
married Judith daughter of Thomas Brooks of Gadsby on the 13th January 1652/3 at Wartnaby, Leics 
where he was recorded as Rector of Algarkirk [Lincs], He lived at Algarkirk Hall and died on the 2nd 

 
35 1638 Ismael Borough, Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland Records 1500-1938 
36 https://archive.org/details/bim_early-english-books-1641-1700_-or-an_almanacs-beridge-ferdi_1654/mode/2up 
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November 1678, he was buried in the churchyard of St Peter and Paul, Algarkirk. All his children pre-
deceased him and his wealth was left to Ferdinando’s son Basil. 
 
GEORGE BERIDGE [1611-1682]: LAWYER Third surviving son of John and Dorothy was baptised on the 
25th August 1611, unlike his brothers he studied Law at Furnival’s Inn and Grey’s Inn London. In 1634 
he with his brother Basil stood as guarantor for his brother William regarding Probate administration. 
The National Archives record many documents with the name George Beridge indication he specialised 
in property and he dealt with the families legal matters. He lived with his brother Basil at Algarkirk 
Hall and there is no evidence he married or had children. He was buried at the church of St Peter and 
Paul, Algarkirk on the 7th August 1682 
 
JOHN BERIDGE [1624-90]: RECTOR OF GREAT MASSINGHAM 1661-1690  Fifth surviving and 
youngest son of John and Dorothy Beridge was baptised on the 20th May 1624 at St Wilfrid’s Church, 
he was educated at Kibworth Free School, Jesus College and Christ's College, Cambridge. He became 
rector of Great Massingham [Norfolk] in 1661. John married Dorothy Hewett who died and Ann Miller. 
John died and was buried at Great Massingham on the 11th November 1690.  
 

The Last Will and testament of John Beridge possibly gives the most information about the Beridge 
activities during the Civil War and relationship with the monarchy from the time of Elizabeth I [Ref; 
National Archives: PROB 11/405/214].  John names a daughter Bridget [to whom he leaves £1000] his 
wife Anne, brother Ferdinando and nephew Carolius Beridge, interestingly he also leaves a “great Silver 
medal” and a “Fine Gold Medal” from Charles II and an “Elizabeth piece of Gold”. If John Beridge held 
these gold and silver medals, they were physical symbols of Royal gratitude from Charles II, for 
surviving the Commonwealth, preserving his wealth, and helping the House of Stuart reclaim the 
English throne. Which means the Beridge family were active supporters of the Crown but managed to 
evade the parliamentarians. John also made a bequest to the poor of Kibworth Beauchamp and 
Harcourt,  
 
ISMAEL BOROUGH According to a pamphlet named “Kibworth Church” [date unknown] the list 
of Patrons includes Ismael Berridge who was Patron whilst William Beridge [2] There are no records 
of an Ismael Beridge, as Ismael Borough was the father-in-law of Ferdinando Beridge Rector of 
Stonton Wyville, they are assumed to be the same people. He died and was buried on the 16th April 
1639. His eldest daughter and executrix of his Will was named Anne Berridge, [baptised 19th October 
1614], wife of Ferdinand Berridge b. 1609, married about 1632]. He wrote his Last Will and Testament 
ten days prior to his death, friends named were William Beridge, Rector of Kibworth and Thomas 
Brudenell – another person who will be mentioned during the Civil War37.  
 
Notes:  It is written in Nicholls “Histories & Antiquities of Leicestershire” book 3, part 1, 
P.7738that in 1617 John Berige / Beveridge [1572-1632], [Rector of Kibworth] signed himself as “Vicar” 
of the Parish of Barrow Upon Soar and in 1620 he presented his son William, on the 24th October 
1620 William was inducted and 29th November became rector of Barrow-upon-Soar 

 There is a signature of a John Beveridge, John Beridge and others in the front of the parish records 

but none seen with the date 1617,  

 All signatures were likely descendants of John and William Beridge / Beveridge formerly of Tugby. 

Records will have degraded since Nichols viewing of the signature but the Last Will and Testament 

of John Beridge of Tugby 1627 confirms there were two John Beridges, one Rector and Patron of 

Kibworth, the other held the Patronage and Advowson of Barrow-Upon-Soar, both of whom had 

an eldest surviving son named William who both succeeded their fathers as Rectors39 
 William Berridge: of Kibworth, was baptised 1608, was only twelve years old in 1620, too young 

to become Rector.  
 

37 Leicestershire wills and probate records, 1500-1939  
Page 441 of 454 Copyright statement © Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland 
38 https://leicester.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15407coll6/id/6343/rec/56 
39 https://leicester.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15407coll6/id/6343/rec/56 
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 The Parish Records of Barrow-Upon-Soar, have many records of Beridges / Beveridges, they were 
clergy, their children were baptised, married and were buried there, many wrote in the record 
book and signed their names, a John Beridge practised his signature and wrote the baptisms 
down of his children in the front of the register [I believe he was of a later generation] - even an 
Elizabeth Beveridge [possible daughter of William [3] wrote a prayer in it. 

 
Many Beridge Family documents were filed in the  

1. Beridge and Sparrow families of Algarkirk: estate and family papers, 1782-1910 
[Lincolnshire Archives, Beridge].  

2. deeds 1460-1913, estate papers 1804-1925, family papers 1852-1912 [Essex Record 
Office] 

Beridge Family Tree: Lincolnshire Pedigrees by The Rev. Canon A.R. Maddison 1902 – suggesting John 
Beridge was the brother of William [3] – disproved by the Last Will and Testament of John Beridge of 
Tugby:  https://archive.org/details/LincolnshirePedigreesV50/page/n141/mode/2up?q=beridge  
 
BERIDGE FAMILY TREE  
The following tree has been put together through verified records, 
PLEASE NOTE: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE FAMILIES IS HYPOTHESES.  
   

BERIDGE FAMILY TREE 
Key:  Black =  FACT Aqua = HYPOTHESIS R = Rector, P = Patron 
 
John Berege [c1510-c1570] Oxford University 17th Feb 1532 Chaplain 
| 
|__William Beridge [1530-1601] & unknown – Children UNCONFIRMED R of Shelton & Kibworth 

| | 
| |__John Beridge [c. 1572-1632] M. Dorothy Fielding [c. 1572 – c1852] R of Shelton & R&P of Kibworth 
|  |__Mary - c. 1601- ?? Buried 15th October 1626 [Shelton, Beds] 
|  |__Festina - c.1603- bef 1632 
|  |__Gooditha - Baptised 30 Mar 1606 - buried 3 Mar 1619/20 Kibworth 
|  |__Basil - Baptised 6th April 1607 – buried 4th June 1607 Kibworth 
|  |__William – [1608-1639/40] M. Dorothy Sacherverell R & P of Kibworth 
|  | |__John – Baptised 12th January 1633/4 
|  | |__William – Baptised 24th May 1637/8 
|  | |__Dorothy – Baptised 22nd January 1636/7 
|  | |__Margaret – Baptised 26th March 1638 
|  | |__Mary – Baptised 6th January 1639/40 
|  |__Ferdinand - Baptised 29th September 1609-1702 M. Ann Borough R of Gt Paxton 
|  | |__Matilda – Baptised 15th May 1634 Stonton Wyvile Leics 
|  | |__Lucy – Baptised 13th January 1651/2 Wartaby, Leics 
|  | |__Charles – Born 8th September 1655 Wartaby, Leics 
|  | |__Basillus – Born 13th February 1661 Great Paxton, Hunts, Beneficiary of Basil 1613-1678] 
|  | |__Baptius – Baptised 20th February 1662 Great Paxton 
|  |__George - Baptised 25th August 1611-1682 
|  |__Basil - Baptised 25th April 1613 - 1678  R of Algarkirk 
|  |__Michael - Baptised 24th June 1614-bef 1632 
|  |__James - Baptised 25th July 1615 
|  |__Johnothan - Baptised 6th April 1617 
|  |__Samuel - Baptised 6th May 1620 – ? 1632 
|  |__John- Baptised 20th May 1624-1690 R of Gt Massingham 
|  
|___John Beridge of Tugby – yeoman, [c. 1540-1627] Wife Gooditha P of Barrow-Upon-Soar 
|  |__William Berridge [1594/5 – 1640]R & P Barrow-Upon Soar & R of Kibwor  
|  |__Edward 
|  |__Thomas 
|  |__Anthony  
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Archival references: 

Reference Date 
Title / short 

title 
Parties / description 

Subject / 
notes 

Type Held by 

C 

2/Eliz/B25/38 
1594 Beridge v Gater 

Plaintiffs: Richard 

Beridge of Kibworth 

Harcourt, Leicestershire, 

husbandman, and his 

wife Elizabeth. 

Defendant: Michael 

Gater of Hilmorton, 

Warwickshire, yeoman. 

Refusal to 

pay to 

second 

plaintiff 

legacy 

under will 

of her 

father. 

Pleadings 
The National 

Archives, Kew 

C 2/Eliz/B11/51 1601 Beridge v Gage 

Plaintiff: William 

Beridge, clerk, parson of 

Kibworth Beauchamp, 

Leicestershire. 

Defendant: William Gage, 

gent. 

Rights in 

rectory of 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp

; common 

law suit 

against 

plaintiff. 

Pleadings 
The National 

Archives, Kew 

C 

2/JasI/B28/25 

1603–

1624 
Beridge v Bale 

Plaintiff: John Beridge. 

Defendant: John Bale. 

Agreement 

as to tithes 

of 

Kibworth 

alias 

Kibworth 

Harcourt, 

Leicestersh

ire. 

Pleadings 
The National 

Archives, Kew 

DG24/38 

28 

Sep 

1619 

Bargain and 

Sale 

(i) John Oneby of 

Enderby, gent., and 

William Ive of Leicester, 

vintner. 

(ii) John Beridge, D.D., 

parson of Kibworth 

Beauchamp. 

Manor and 

advowson 

of 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp

. 

Deed 

Leicestershire, 

Leicester and 

Rutland, 

Record OfȦce 

(as noted) 

DG24/39 

22 

Oct 

1627 

Demise 

(i) John Beridge, D.D., 

incumbent of Kibworth 

Beauchamp. 

(ii) Rev. Ismaell Borough 

of Stonton Wyville. 

Considerati

on: £600. 

Term 200 

years. 

Related 

material: 

DG24/38. 

Deed 

Leicestershire, 

Leicester and 

Rutland, 

Record OfȦce 

(as noted) 

DG24/39A 

23 

Oct 

1627 

Mortgage 

(i) Rev. Ismaell Borough 

of Stonton Wyvile. 

(ii) John Beridge, D.D., 

incumbent of Kibworth 

Beauchamp, chaunter of 

Lincoln Cathedral. 

Manor and 

advowson 

of 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp 

to secure 

£800 and 

interest. 

Mortgage 

Leicestershire, 

Leicester and 

Rutland, 

Record OfȦce 

(as noted) 
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DG24/42 
30 Jul 

1656 
Assignment 

(i) Rev. Anthony Berridge 

of Knossington, executor 

of will of Rev. William 

Berridge of Barrow upon 

Soar. 

(ii) John Berridge, son 

and heir of Rev. William 

Berridge of Kibworth 

Beauchamp, deceased. 

Manor and 

advowson 

of 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp

; residue of 

term of 200 

years. 

Considerati

on: £290. 

Deed 

Leicestershire, 

Leicester and 

Rutland, 

Record OfȦce 

(as noted) 

DG24/43 

10 

Oct 

1656 

Deed to Lead 

Uses of a 

Recovery 

(i) John Berydge, Fellow 

of New College, Oxford. 

(ii) Rev. William Hunt of 

Kidderminster, clerk. 

Recovery to 

be made of 

manor of 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp

, with 

advowson, 

to the use 

of (i). 

Deed 

Leicestershire, 

Leicester and 

Rutland, 

Record OfȦce 

(as noted) 

DG24/44 

24 

Nov 

1656 

Original Will of 

John Berydge, 

gent., Fellow of 

New College, 

Oxford 

Original will. 

Bequest of 

manor of 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp 

(as noted). 

Will 

Leicestershire, 

Leicester and 

Rutland, 

Record OfȦce 

(as noted) 

DG24/45 

24 

Nov 

1656 

Will of John 

Berydge, gent., 

Fellow of New 

College, Oxford 

Will (copy/entry). 

Bequest of 

manor of 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp 

(as noted). 

Will 

Leicestershire, 

Leicester and 

Rutland, 

Record OfȦce 

(as noted) 

DG24/46 

28 

Nov 

1656 

ExempliȦcation 

of Recovery 

William Hunt, clerk, 

demandant; John 

Beridge, gent., tenant; 

George Humston, 

vouchee. 

Manor and 

advowson 

of 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp

. 

Recovery 

/ 

exempliȦ

cation 

Leicestershire, 

Leicester and 

Rutland, 

Record OfȦce 

(as noted) 

SP 20/11/45 
7 Jan 

1648 

Petition of 

William Hunt 

(case ref. 6 Aug 

1645) 

Folio range: [seq 386–

389; folio 151]. 

Petition of 

William 

Hunt, 

Parson of 

Kibworth, 

Leicestersh

ire, that his 

case 

against 

John Yaxley 

be referred 

to John 

Bradshaw; 

documents 

from 

State 

Papers / 

petition 

The National 

Archives, Kew 
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Committee

s examined. 

C 6/41/75 1658 
Berridge v 

Berridge 

Plaintiff: William 

Berridge. 

Defendants: [unknown] 

Booth, Anthony Berridge 

and others. 

Advowsons 

of Thurnby, 

Barrow 

upon Soar, 

Gumley; 

manor of 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp

, 

Leicestersh

ire. 

Answer 

only 

The National 

Archives, Kew 

C 5/452/15 1682 
Berridge v 

Davenport 

Plaintiff: John Berridge, 

clerk. 

Defendants: Richard 

Davenport and Dorothy 

Davenport, his wife. 

Manor and 

rectory of 

Kibworth, 

Leicestersh

ire. 

Bill, 

answer 

The National 

Archives, Kew 

C 6/283/75 1682 
Sacheverell v 

Davenport 

Plaintiff: William 

Sacheverell. 

Defendants: Richard 

Davenport, Dorothy 

Davenport his wife, 

William Beridge, James 

Sacheverell and Robert 

Loggins. 

Property in 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp

, 

Leicestersh

ire. 

Bill, 

answer 

The National 

Archives, Kew 

C 9/2/36 1648 
Berridge v 

Sacheverell 

Plaintiff: Anthony 

Berridge, clerk. 

Defendant: Thomas 

Sacheverell. 

Property in 

manor of 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp

, 

Leicestersh

ire. 

Bill and 

answer 

The National 

Archives, Kew 

C 10/237/17 1690 
Beveridge v 

Sacheverell 

Plaintiff: William 

Beveridge alias William 

Berridge. 

Defendants: William 

Sacheverell, James 

Sacheverell, Richard 

Davenport and Dorothy 

Davenport his wife and 

Sir William Halford bart. 

Kibworth 

Beauchamp 

manor and 

rectory, 

Leicestersh

ire. 

Bill and 

two 

answers 

The National 

Archives, Kew 

PA75 
23 
Aug 
1638 

Conveyance 
to uses 

Scope and Contenti) 

William Beridge of Great 

Catworth, clerk 

ii) Fernando Beridge of 

Great Catworth, 

gentleman 

Basil Beridge of 

Lincolnshire, clerk for 

wife Katherine, and for 

  

Bedfordshire 

Archives 

 



The Beridge Rectors 
 

17 
©J.Davis, Kibworth & District Heritage Society 2026 

raising portions for 

children … messuage 

lately in occupation of 

Elizabeth Gurrie close 

lately occupied by 

Humphrey Woodfall, 1½ 

acres 3 acres dispersed 

in the Ȧelds a close 

commonly called 

Humphreys, 2 acres 

with power of attorney 

to Richard Prescott, 

gentleman 

witnesses: Dorothy 

Beridge, William Beridge 

of Kibworth, John Brian  

 
Further Information: 
https://landedfamilies.blogspot.com/2024/05/577-beridge-and-sparrow-of-algarkirk.html 
https://archive.org/details/alumnicantabrigipt1vol1univiala/page/139/mode/1up?q=beridge 
https://kibworthvillage.co.uk/museum/item/35-st-wilfrids-church-history-part-1.html 
https://archive.org/details/cu31924084672959/page/n127/mode/2up?q=beridge 
 
 

 Parish Record Images reproduced from the First Book of Kibworth Parish 
Records 1574-1725 Ref: DE5417/1] with kind permission of the Record Office 
for Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland  

 
LEGAL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THE PROBATE OF JOHN BERIDGE 
The documents have been transcribed into modern English. 

 
Probate Administration Dossier:  
Rev. Dr. John Berridge (1634/5) Part 1:  
The Legal Contract  Date: February 4, 1634/5 
Court:    Jurisdiction: Archdeaconry Registry of Leicester 

Let all people know by these presents that we, William Beridge, Clerk and Rector of the parish church 
of Kibworth in the County of Leicester; George Beridge of Gray’s Inn in the County of Middlesex, Gentleman; 
and Basil Beridge of Kibworth aforesaid, Bachelor of Arts, are bound and firmly obligated to the venerable 
Sir John Lambe, Knight and Doctor of Laws, in the sum of [amount omitted in preamble] pounds of good, 
lawful, and current money of England. 

This payment is to be well and truly made to the said Sir John Lambe, or to his certain attorney, 
heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns. To which payment we bind ourselves, and each of us by himself, 
for the whole and in solidarity, our heirs, executors, and administrators firmly by these presents.  

Sealed with our seals.  
Given on the date aforesaid 
 

Part 2: The Conditions of Administration (The English Terms) 
Context: The rules William must follow to successfully manage his late father's estate. 

The condition of this obligation is such: That if the above-bounden William Beridge, clerk, lawful 
son and Administrator of all and singular the goods, chattels, and credits of John Beridge, clerk, late parson 
of Kibworth aforesaid, deceased (and examiner of the catechism and preacher of Saint Mary's, Lincoln, 
deceased), performs the following duties, then this financial obligation will be void; otherwise, it will stand 
in full force and power: 
1. He must well and truly administer all and singular the goods, chattels, and credits of the deceased. 
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2. He must pay his father's outstanding debts so far as the goods, chattels, and credits will extend, and as 
far as the law charges him. 
3. He must make, or cause to be made, a true and perfect Inventory of all and singular the goods, chattels, 
and credits of the deceased. 
4. He must submit (exhibit) this inventory into the Registry of the Commissary of the Archdeaconry of 
Leicester. 
5. He must render and give a true and faithful financial account of his administration whenever he is legally 
required and warned to do so. 
6. He must pay, distribute, and dispose of whatever leftover portion of the estate remains after the account is 
examined and allowed by Sir John Lambe (or his surrogate judge) in the exact manner and form that the 
judge orders. 
7. Finally, the bound brothers must safely defend and keep harmless Sir John Lambe and all his court officers 
and ministers regarding the granting of this administration. 

 
Part 3: The Court Act (The Latin Memorandum) 
Date of Court Hearing:  February 4, 1634/5 
Presiding Judge:   Robert Bailey, LL.B. (Surrogate Judge) 
Court Notary:   Basil Berridge 

February 1634 (according to the computation of the Church of England). On the fourth day of the 
same month, before Robert Bailey, Clerk and Bachelor of Laws, surrogate for the venerable Sir John Lambe, 
Knight and Doctor of Laws, etc., and in the presence of Basil Berridge, clerk and deputy Notary Public. 

Administration of the goods, etc., of John Berridge, Doctor of Divinity, Rector of Kibworth, and 
Prebendary of Alvington in the Cathedral Church of the Blessed Mary of Lincoln, deceased, was formally 
granted to William Berridge, clerk, his son, who was legally sworn in as the administrator. (Court note: 
Official notice dispatched). 

 
Summary of the Berridge Family Matrix (1635) 

* The Father: Rev. Dr. John Berridge (Deceased by 1632/5). A highly educated senior clergyman 
holding three concurrent prestigious appointments: Rector of Kibworth, Prebendary of Alvington (Lincoln), 
and Cathedral Catechist. 

* Son 1 (Eldest / Administrator): Rev. William Berridge. Followed his father into the ministry and 
took over the immediate local management of the estate. 

* Son 2 (Guarantor): George Berridge, Esq. Diverged from the family's clerical path to train in law 
in London (first at Furnival's Inn, then progressing to Gray's Inn), acting as the family's legal shield. 

* Son 3 (Guarantor & Court Clerk): Basil Berridge, B.A. A university graduate working directly 
inside the Leicester church court system as a deputy notary. 
 
 
SUMMARY: THE BERIDGE LEGACY:  The Beridge family left a lasting mark on Kibworth through 
their long connection with St Wilfrid’s Church, the manor and the advowson of Kibworth 
Beauchamp. Across several generations they served as rectors, patrons, churchwardens, legal 
administrators and local landholders, linking the parish to wider networks of education, church 
authority, law, monarchy and gentry influence. 

Their legacy is also one of continuity and survival during a period of religious and political 
upheaval. The family’s records show how Kibworth was shaped by changing royal patronage, the Civil 
War, disputes over church property and the restoration of authority after the Commonwealth. 
Although some relationships remain unproven and further archive work is needed, the surviving parish 
entries, legal papers, memorials and later bequests show that the Beridge name remained closely tied 
to Kibworth’s church, community and historical memory. 
 


