Memories of Working at Gent’s Kibworth Factories
By Doreen Deacon (nee Holyoak)
I was first employed by the firm Gent & Co in 1957. Gent is an old Leicester-based company
manufacturing a range of electrical equipment. In 1946 a new branch was started in Kibworth
as an assembly shop for one or two of their standard products.
The place where I worked in 1957 was on the A6 in Kibworth. It was a sort of garage,
presumably once to do with the big house next door, ‘The Croft’ (14 Leicester Road), and
opposite the Foxhound Inn. The ‘garage’ had at the front wooden sliding doors with large
glass panes at the top; these doors were fixed in the closed position when it was a factory.
The inside was all on one ground floor level, fitted out with work benches and lights. One
entered the factory from a door in the yard
at the side. When Gent took on this
building one of the company’s very
accurate electric clocks was fitted at the
front on the outside and this became a
local feature.
The Kibworth factory manager was Harold
Ward, a local man.
All the other
employees at that time were women,
gradually having been increased from 6 to
10. We assembled and tested electric
buzzers and bells, taking turns in doing the
different jobs, such as glueing coils on
small poles, fitting contacts and screwing
them down on a base. The photograph
shows us in action.

Work at Gent’s Leicester Road, Kibworth, Factory
Back row: Ellen Nibbs, Sheila Butteriss
Front: Fan Foxon, Doreen Deacon (nee Holyoak),
Marjorie Clarke (nee Smith)

Photo taken from side-yard of Leicester Road
Factory with Harcourt Estate houses in background
Back row: Fan Foxon, Ellen Nibbs, Elsie Kemp,
Marjorie Clarke (nee Smith)
Front: Mary Coleman (nee Taylor), Harold Ward,
May Bromley (nee Simons)
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I first heard about a possible vacancy at
the Gent factory from a friend in the
Village and went up to see Mr Ward. He
wrote down my name, but someone else
was appointed. I think he had forgotten
this interview but later I was invited to
visit again and was taken on. Prior to this
I had been working at Johnson & Barnes
on the Fleckney Road. The training was
minimal: I was simply shown what to do
and I got on with it. Old-fashioned
electric drills were used all the time for
drilling and screwing: these were kept
running continually and by the end of my
first day the noise had made my head
‘spin’. However I quickly got used to
this.

One afternoon an electric screwdriver set on fire but it was quickly dealt with. Afterwards we
could laugh about it. We all worked a 40-hour week, Monday to Friday (occasionally we
might be asked to do a Saturday morning overtime if there was a special need). The pay I
remember was £9 to £10 a week in those days, including Saturday morning. I used a bike to
and from the factory and took one hour
lunch break each day. We took turns at
making tea or coffee (to which we
contributed weekly).
Sometimes in
summer Mr Ward would come and ask
“Who’s going down to the shop?” - he
would treat the workers to ice cream.
The shop was called ‘The Quality Shop’
(13 Harcourt Estate, on the north side of
the A6 road) selling sweets, groceries etc
and sometimes we would buy potato
crisps there as a snack. Later the shop
became the ‘Singing Kettle’ café where Photo taken from side-yard of Leicester Road
one could get a good dinner.
Factory with old cottages (later demolished) on
opposite side of road in background

The working atmosphere was happy: we Elsie Kemp & Marjorie Clarke (nee Smith)
were often laughing about something or
other. There was a work’s radio and BBC programmes such as ‘Music While You Work’ or
‘Housewives’ Choice’ were regularly listened to. These must have been pre-recorded and
repeated several times, to the extent that we girls could recognise a programme as it started
and knew what songs were coming next - we always sang along with them. One such
recording was made at Symington’s
factory in Market Harborough.
I kept on at the Leicester Road factory
until 1960 when my daughter was born.
In those three years there were occasional
social events.
We joined the main
Leicester-based employees for a party
(see photo of the Kibworth female staff
there in 1957-58).
May Bromley (nee Simons), Mary Coleman (nee
Taylor), Doreen Deacon (nee Holyoak), Ellen
Nibbs, Marjorie Clarke (nee Smith), Kathryn Capel
(nee Croson), Elsie Kemp

There were outings: one was to Woburn
Abbey and London airport - the photo
shows us outside the former Rose &
Crown Hotel before boarding the coach.
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We also took part in Kibworth carnivals
and Gent often contributed a ‘float’ for
the parade. The pictures show us first as
girls of St Trinians and second as
Hawaiian girls. Mr Ward helped with
ideas and the construction. The man in
the lower photo didn’t work for Gent - he
was a local man who accepted a bet from
comrades at the Kibworth Working Men’s
Club that he wouldn’t dare go out on a
float with all these women: he did and
won free beer!
Carnival Float 1958: Girls of St Trinians
Left to right: Marjorie Clarke (nee Smith), Kathryn
Capel (nee Croson), Doreen Deacon (nee Holyoak),
Mary Coleman (nee Taylor), Fan Foxon, Elsie
Kemp, May Bromley (nee Simons)

Carnival Float 1959: Hawaiian Girls
Left to right: Mary Coleman (nee Taylor), Kathryn
Capel (nee Croson), Marjorie Clarke (nee Smith),
Doreen Deacon (nee Holyoak), May Bromley (nee
Simons), Pat Cornish, Channy Woodcock, Elsie
Kemp

In 1977 I returned to Gent but by then they had the new factory in New Road, Kibworth. My
job was the assembly of sirens. Parts would be brought to the factory and I, with several
others, would do the drilling, screwing and putting together as necessary. Although the
assembly staff were women, some men were also employed at New Road, especially where
heavy work was required. At this factory I was also an authorised first-aider and we retrained every three years.
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By 1981, the workload at Kibworth was
diminishing and so Gent transported
several workers each day down to the
London Street factory in Leicester.

Aerial View of New Road factory in Kibworth
(after building of houses in Fairway)

The Kibworth unit closed in 1982, but I
kept on my job in Leicester to 1995. The
photo on the left (taken at the London
Street, Leicester, factory) shows three of
us from Kibworth.
Gent eventually
moved from the Temple Road and
London Street factories in 1990/91 to a
new factory at the Hamilton Industrial
Park on the edge of Leicester. I’ve been
invited in the last two years to the
‘Quarter-Century Club’ dinner - the
qualifying period was reduced to 20 years
and I made it as my total service with
Gent was 21 years.

Molly Barnett, Steve Whitehead, Doreen Deacon

Recorded in May 2009
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