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Kibworth During World War II 
 
by Norman Harrison 
 

 

 
 
 

1 Introduction 
 

 

Mr Chamberlain broadcast to the nation by radio: 
 

“I am speaking to you from the Cabinet Room 
at 10 Downing Street.  This morning the British 
ambassador in Berlin tendered the German 
Government the final note stating that, unless 
we heard from them by 11 o’clock that they 
were prepared at once to draw their troops 
from Poland, a state of war would exist 
between us.  I have to tell you now that no 
such undertaking has been received and that 
consequently this country is at war with 
Germany.”  

 

That broadcast by Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain was heard with anguish throughout 
the land.  It reached Kibworth and the 
surrounding villages and countryside.  What was 
this to entail, how would it affect lives here, and 
what would happen to men and women called to 
serve in the armed forces and all supporting 
services? 
 

The date was Sunday 3 September 1939 and the 
time 11.15am.  Germany had invaded Poland two 
days earlier and as Britain had obligations with 
Poland, diplomatic efforts were made 
immediately to reverse this state of affairs, but 
without success.  Mr Chamberlain’s speech 
continued:  

Neville Chamberlain: 
British Prime Minister in Sep 1939 
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“We have a clear conscience; we have done all 
that any country could do to establish peace.  
The situation in which no word given by 
Germany's ruler could be trusted, and no 
people or country could feel itself safe had 
become intolerable ... Now may God bless you 
all.  May He defend the right.  It is the evil 
things we shall be fighting against—brute 
force, bad faith, injustice, oppression, and 
persecution—and against them I am certain 
that the right will prevail.” 

 
In the late 1930s preparations were being made 
nationally in case of a return to armed conflict.  
One such was to identify vulnerable areas in the 
country which might suffer most in war.  London 
was an obvious choice but added to that were 
key manufacturing cities such as Birmingham and 
Sheffield; Corby was one of the nearest towns to 
be so listed.  Kibworth and Market Harborough 
were not regarded as vulnerable, and as far as I 
know Leicester was not regarded as a prime 
target at that time. 
 
Another list of interest was where to store the 
nation’s important records.  Which locations 
might be reasonably safe?  Belvoir Castle, in 
north east Leicestershire, was one such place 
listed.  That gives a clue to government thinking 
that this county was a relatively low risk area in 
terms of enemy attack. 
 
Eileen Bromley, a Kibworth resident for many 
years, was just a young girl during the war.  She 
recalls the early days of World War 2 in 1939: 
 

“I remember the actual Sunday morning when 
war started.  I was here, I was born in this 
house, and we were playing upstairs.  I 
remember mother coming upstairs and saying 
‘There’s a war on, so things are going to be 
difficult from now on’.  That was it: she was 
very straight forward. 
 
“A few days later, or sometime later, I 
remember her taking me into the pantry and 
putting a little margarine on the end of a knife 
and saying ‘Taste this’ – we never had 

margarine in the house before, always butter 
– ‘You’ve got to get used to this now’.  That 
was my introduction to the war: margarine! 
 

“In the August we had been on holiday in 
Great Yarmouth and men were practising 
defences at that time.  I remember in the 
middle of the night being woken up by guns 
being fired and practices going on and that 
sort of thing. 
 

“Yes, I remember it and frequently mother 
would say ‘It’s so difficult for the children’.  
And you expected things were going to be 
difficult; this was stated between friends and 
you overheard ‘Things were going to be 
difficult’ so you knew that something terrible 
was happening. 
 

“But communities came together. I remember 
we would sometimes listen on the radio 
during the war and they would have national 
anthems.  I think it was on a Sunday evening.  
National anthems of all the nations that were 
on our side, as it were, would be played.  I 
remember sitting on the front doorstep with 
the radio on in the background listening to all 
this.  And other people were doing the same.  
There was a lot of community feeling at that 
time.” 

 
 

 
 

  

Eileen Bromley: Kibworth resident 
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2 Semi Normality 
 
 

Carrying On 
 
In many ways life in Kibworth continued as 
before.  Obviously there were changes, some 
immediate and some gradual but for many it was 
a case of ‘Keeping Calm, and Carrying On!’ 
 

Home life carried on.  
Houses were still here 
and the families that 
lived there carried on.  
New couples came 
together and weddings 
took place.  Babies 
were born.  People still 
died from natural 
causes.  And these 
everyday events were 
openly reported in the 
press. 

 
For example, on 18th February 1944 the wedding 
at Smeeton Westerby Church of Cpl Cyril Frank 
Timpson RAF and Miss Eva Elizabeth Barnett; the 
only bridesmaid was Miss Joan Allen, a friend of 
the bride. 
 
On 21st July 1944 the wedding of Gnr. Harry 
Benjamin Burrows & Miss Dorothy May Allen 
(daughter of Mr & Mrs J E Allen) of Kibworth; one 
of the bridesmaids was Miss Joan Allen (sister of 
the bride) in a dress of turquoise & elephant 
crepe and carrying a bouquet of apricot roses & 
fern; the bride was given away by her father who 
was a sergeant in the Special Constabulary; the 
service was at St Wilfrid’s Church, with a 
reception at the Village Hall. 
 
Eli Bale died on 16th March 1943, a well-known 
Kibworth resident, who had carried on a drapery 
business in Kibworth for a number of years; his 
funeral was on 25th March, at the Methodist 
Church where Mr Bale had had long associations, 
conducted by Rev Arthur Dalton of Blaby, a 
lifelong friend.  A long list of mourners was 
reported including tribute from neighbours 42 to 

56 High Street (south side), Kibworth 
Beauchamp. 
 

Canon Henry James Theodore Eacott MA age 60 
died on 3rd May 1943; he had been rector at 
Kibworth since 1934; the funeral was on 
Thursday 6th May at the Parish Church with a 
committal service at Kibworth cemetery.  An 
extensive report (covering just over two columns 
plus a photograph) in the newspaper gave details 
of Canon Eacott’s life, and listed in detail 
mourners and floral tributes. 
 

Memorials to Canon Eacott (a lectern on 29th July 
1945) and also to Dr Edgar Vaughan Phillips (a 
magistrate and leading local doctor) and Mrs 
Mary Louisa Phillips (a Leicestershire County 
councillor & President of Kibworth WI for 19 
years) (both died within a month of each other 
early in 1942: a stained glass window on 
14th September 1945) were dedicated in 
St Wilfrid’s Church. 
 

Kibworth people still got ill and needed health 
care.  Local doctors at the time were Dr E V 
Phillips (until 1942), Dr John S Macbeth and Dr 
Raymond F Simkin.  We need to remember that 
the National Health Service had not yet been 
formed (it came in 1948) so calling or visiting a 
doctor during WW2 incurred professional 
charges. 

An invoice and receipt from Dr Macbeth for 
medical services in Kibworth 



4 

These receipts are interesting as they also 
illustrate the provisions for safeguarding medical 
practices of those called up to serve in the forces.  
In this case the doctor away was Dr Morrison 
(more about him later). 
 
But Kibworth and Smeeton had its own Nursing 
Association.  The leading staff were Nurses 
Frances Harris and Dorothy Homer, supported by 
a small administrative team, who dealt with a 
broad range of minor medical ailments and 
midwifery services.  Families subscribed monthly 
for this service and could then call on the nurses 
when needed.  A subscription cost 8 shillings per 
family per year (that is 8d or 3p per month) 
where children were under 16 years of age.  This 
option was obviously less expensive than seeing 
your doctor, but both nurses were highly 
respected and very capable. 
 
The other really important aspect to note was 
what happened if one needed hospital treatment 
or a stay in hospital.  Leicester Royal Infirmary 
was still a charity in WW2 and relied on 
supporters to carry on.  Supporters were the 
patients themselves or benefactors.  Kibworth 
had always been strong in support of the 
Infirmary and had, in the past, financed a bed 
there.  Fund raising events, by way of garden 
fetes and whist drives, were held regularly 
throughout WW2 to support both the Infirmary 
and the local Nursing Association.  For example 
an event at the Royal Oak public house in the 
High Street raised £115 5s for the Infirmary and it 
was recorded that £520 had been donated over 
the previous six years, quite significant sums. 
 
Kibworth suffered an outbreak of measles in the 
autumn of 1942.  38 cases were reported in one 
month.  Furthermore there was a problem at one 
point with rats and the Rural District Council 
(RDC) had to set up a twelve months’ programme 
of rat destruction costing £12. 
 
Business life continued.  Yes, some employees 
volunteered or were conscripted into the armed 
forces, but most manufacturing and services 
were vital to the war effort and had to carry on.  
That meant people still had to get up and go off 

to their jobs each day.  There were workmen’s 
special fares on the railway; quite a number of 
Kibworth folk worked in Leicester and set off 
early in the morning. 
 

 
I was attracted to this story from wartime: 
 

‘Among life’s most humiliating and 
exasperating experiences is missing the train.  
People will even lose a limb or life in a frantic 
last minute dash to avoid that frustration, but 
not so in Kibworth; they wait in the Waiting 
Room!  Well, on a cold and frosty morning in 
January the signals had been put out of action 
and the electric bell would not function.  The 
7.13 was sixty minutes late.  This produced a 
sort of coma among the twenty-five to thirty 
regulars who were either having an additional 
forty winks or were busily engrossed in 
settling the war and putting the world right.  
During that period the 7.13 slowly and silently 
steamed in ... and out again.  When the 
belated passengers discovered the train had 
gone, the cold air soon warmed up.  Moral: 
don’t rely on others, catch the train yourself!’ 

 
Local shops kept going, among which were the 
ever popular fish and chips.  I mention this 
because in those days fish and chips were 
wrapped in newspaper.  That was quite normal at 
the time but a revelation to today’s hygiene 
standards. 
 
The weather has long been a talking point in our 
English culture and it’s interesting to note that 
weather reports during WW2 were as popular as 
ever.  There was a weather recording station in 
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Kibworth (located at ‘Rose Hill’ by Leicester Road) 
and temperatures and rainfall were logged daily.  
In January 1940 the grass temperature dropped 
to 10°F (that is -12°C); that’s pretty cold!  There 
were heavy snow falls that January with 
consequent disruption of travel and bus services.  
In July that same year Kibworth had 2.68 inches 
of rain (that’s nearly 7 cm of rain) and a similar 
drenching in June 1944. 
 
A storm damaged the memorial lamp on The 
Bank; there was no roundabout as yet at The 
Bank (or Square).  Apparently the lamp was 
beyond repair and so the Parish Council had to 
take out a loan to replace it eventually with a new 
one. 
 
Perhaps the most newsworthy storm over 
Kibworth occurred on the evening of 11 May 
1945 (just 3 days after the V-E Day celebrations): 
 

‘There were hail, thunder, lightning, snow and 
torrential rain all in the space of twenty 
minutes … There were hailstones of such huge 
dimensions as had never been seen before, 
even by our oldest inhabitants.  It is quite true 
that they were literally chunks of ice as large 
as golf balls.  In Weir Road after the storm 
abated the piled up hail measured 1ft 4in deep 
(40cm).  Hardly a greenhouse in the district 
escaped damage and some had many panes 
broken.  Some house windows were also 
damaged.’  ‘Hailstones were still lying at noon 
on the following day after 17 hours.’  One 
newspaper report also quoted wryly from the 
biblical book of Joshua ‘They were more which 
died with hailstones than they whom the 
children of Israel slew with the sword’ (Joshua 
chapter 10 verse 11). 

 
Utility services continued.  In 1942 it was resolved 
to lay a 2 inch mains water supply to Station 
Hollow provided all property owners signed up.  
It took some while to identify or locate all owners 
but eventually the installation took place. 
 
Property was still bought and sold.  Cottages in 
Station Hollow sold for £135 and £147. 10s in 
1943. 

Wartime Changes 
 
But of course there were changes to ordinary life.  
A mini census took place throughout the country 
on the 29th September 1939 to register all citizens 
of all ages.  That register was placed in the public 
domain only last autumn (2015).  In addition to 
names, addresses, and birthdates, it gave details 

of occupations and a few other details such as 
whether any adult was already in a local ARP 
team (Air Raid Precautions).  Interestingly, all 
housewives with no external remunerated work 
were given the occupation of ‘Unpaid Domestic 
Duties’.  It was from this register that identity 
cards emerged.  Reference numbers used in the 
register were the ones that appeared on each 
person’s identity card.  Furthermore, the very 
same reference numbers were later used for 
decades as a person’s health number after the 
NHS was established. 
 

 
  

Extract from the 1939 Register of Kibworth 
Residents in the High Street 
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Food rationing was introduced and later from 
1943 there were restrictions on clothing.  This 
required the issuing of ration books to all citizens 
as per the 1939 registration.  Notices would 
appear in the local newspaper informing people 
where and when they had to collect their books.  
For Kibworth and Smeeton folk it was either the 
Village Hall or the Oddfellows Hall in Paget Street 
and typically each ration book lasted for a full 
year.  As a check, one had to present your identity 
card and current ration book to ensure fair play.  
New identity cards, for instance, were issued in 
June 1943 to all over 16 years of age. 
 
The principle of abiding by the law and keeping 
the peace remained.  During the war the old 
offences seemed to continue but new ones 
arose.  Court records show the frequent cases of 
vehicles speeding through Kibworth, or driving 
without insurance or a valid driving licence.  For 
example, Anthony S Bellville of Kibworth Hall was 
fined £4 for such offences.  Then there was the 
occasional punch up or theft.  A few well known 
Kibworth personalities served as magistrates (the 
police courts being centred in Market 
Harborough); these included Dr E V Phillips and 
Brig. Gen. James Lockhead Jack. 
 
Another change that had a considerable impact 
on each house, factory, and vehicle were the 
‘black-out’ regulations.  The aim of course was to 
minimise the chance of enemy aircraft locating a 
built up area at night and so reduce the chance of 
a bombing raid.  Windows had to be fully covered 
at dusk before any internal light was switched on.  
Ingenuity was required to find sufficient 
materials to seal windows in this way each 
evening.  Thick curtaining or even roof felting 
stretched on a wooden frame were employed.  
And it was so easy to forget to do it before 
lighting a room. 
 
That is where the ARP wardens came in: checking 
for failures to blackout windows was one of their 
duties.  Scores of people in Kibworth, and no 

doubt in other towns and villages, were 
prosecuted in the courts for failing to comply.  
What is interesting to me is that no one, and I 
mean no one, was allowed to get away with it, 
however well-known an individual was.  So in 
1940 Canon Eacott was fined for allowing a light 
to shine from a bonfire; Dr R F Simkin was fined 
twice in 1941 for breaches of the regulations, Dr 
J S Macbeth (1941), Annie Bricknell (1942: at the 
Land Army Hostel), Arthur Callaghan (1943: 
Baker), Leslie Clarke (9th May 1941; editor of the 
Kibworth News) and Roland Wilkinson of Weir 
Road (1943: Sgt Cave had to break into the house 
to put out the light).  Fines varied between 10s 
and £5 depending on circumstances, but those 
amounts were not trivial in the 1940s.  Mrs 
Jeanette Jack (20th December 1940) was fined £5 
for driving her car with headlights not properly 
shielded and so not complying with regulations. 
 
Another wartime offence was leaving your van or 
motor car unlocked or otherwise not 
immobilised.  This was of course primarily to 
prevent an enemy agent or invader taking over 
the vehicle for their own use.  A few people in 
Kibworth were fined for this failure.  Motor fuel 
was in short supply for civilian travel.  One had to 
obtain petrol vouchers and they specified which 
journeys were permitted or for what purpose.  
So, not surprisingly there were several cases to 
do with misuse of these vouchers.  One 
interesting one was where a driver took a girl 
who had been working in the fields back to her 
home; that journey was not on his list of 
permitted specified routes.  Another abuse for a 
builder working in Tur Langton was to pop over 
to Kibworth at lunchtime for a meal; not allowed 
on his petrol schedule!  Petrol at this time was 2s 
1d per gallon or 2.3p per litre! 
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3 Home Defence 
 
 
A nation at war needs not only armaments, 
equipment and supplies but also able men and 
women.  Kibworth and Smeeton did well in 
recruiting such by both volunteers and 
conscription.  They went into all three main 
services, the army, navy and air force.  Several 
men were killed in conflict; some were captured 
and made prisoners of war.  Other local people 
found their way into the auxiliary and nursing 
services.  Examples of these will be mentioned 
later. 
 

Local Preparations for Enemy Attack 
 
For now it’s time to move to special 
arrangements made in Kibworth and Smeeton in 
the event of an enemy attack or invasion in this 
district.  The Kibworth Invasion Committee was 
set up to ensure coordination between the 
military and civil authorities; Mr Arthur Briggs 
was the Chairman.  A small booklet in some detail 
was published setting out who in the Kibworths 
did what.  The headquarters were at 43 High 
Street in Kibworth Beauchamp. 
 
The overall objective was ‘To defend the villages 
and deprive the enemy of the use of the roads 
leading thereto, and the resources of the 
villages’.  More detailed objects were: 
 

‘A:  to co-ordinate action by various civilian 
interests in the event of invasion; 

B: to secure prompt co-ordinated civil action 
in response to calls from the Military 
Commander; and 

C: to prevent homeless and others from 
becoming refugees and to ensure that all 
inhabitants of the villages stand fast.’ 

 

There was the Civil Defence led by Mr John E 
Elliot (headmaster of the Grammar School).  Then 
the Home Guard, the Fire Service, First Aid & 
Ambulance, the Police, the Food Officer, Utility 
Companies and Voluntary Groups such as the 
Women’s Voluntary Service and youth 
organisations were all enlisted. 
 

The following message from the Johnson & 
Barnes factory in 1941 gave a flavour of their 
situation.  ‘We are fairly well off for work, 
everyone busy, and little illness among the work 
people.  The factory fire-fighters and first aid 
sections are all very keen to do their bit should 
the need arise, and it is very gratifying to find 
everyone at their posts at the factory 
immediately Wailing Winnie (the air raid siren) 
gives the warning.  The firm have recently added 
to the fire section a Beresford fire pump, so now 
we are up to date.’ 
 

Home Guard 
 
Brig. Gen J L Jack, of Kibworth, was appointed 
commandant in charge of the Harborough 
District Local Defence Volunteers (LDV) in 1940.  
[The LDV soon became the Home Guard.]  A 
newspaper report at the time gave a summary of 
Gen. Jack’s life and military service up to that 
date, including the fact that he had been ADC 
(Aide-de-Camp) to the King in 1929. 
 
  

Poster Advertising the Invasion Committee 
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In 1941 the Kibworth Home Guard platoon 
reported: 
 

‘Training continues very actively.  Night guards 
and early patrols have become an institution.  
Exercises are numerous and varied.  Miniature 
range practice takes place regularly in Mr 
Bolton’s sand-pit.  A Home Guard battalion 
camp held at … [a blank space here in the 
report so as not to disclose locations to the 
enemy] was highly successful.  Equipment is 
steadily improving and we shall all certainly 
look smarter when every volunteer has a steel 
helmet and service respirator.’ 
 

‘A serious situation has arisen in many 
platoons, namely depleted strength.  This is 
due to two causes: firstly volunteers who have 
… joined His Majesty’s regular forces … And 
secondly, those volunteers who make very 
little effort to fulfil the duty for which they 

joined the Home Guard.  The first 
circumstance cannot be remedied.  The 
second can, and would be by a little self-
sacrifice on the part of the volunteers referred 
to.’ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Part of Invasion Committee’s Kibworth Map of Key Locations 

Home Guard Armband 
& Badge 
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At least one prosecution arose out of this failure 
of a volunteer to fulfil his duty: 
 

‘On 20th August 1943 Arthur Knight of 
Smeeton Westerby, a porter at Kibworth 
station, was fined £3 including costs for failing 
to attend sufficient hours with the Home 
Guard; attendance required was 48 hours 
duty in each 4 week period.  He had joined the 
Home Guard as a volunteer in June 1940; 
Lieut. Eddie Welton was a witness; Mr 
Hankins, stationmaster at Kibworth, gave 
evidence of work times for Knight as a porter.  
The defendant, who was 47 years of age, and 
had served in the previous war as a volunteer, 
said he needed a rest before and after work 
and couldn’t attend the Home Guard 
sufficiently.’ 

 
A report from 1942 said of the Kibworth Home 
Guard: 
 

‘Numbers are higher than ever before and a 
great tradition has built up and is being 
worthily upheld by those who join to fill the 
gap left by those who have gone to serve 
further afield.  Our summer training camp has 
been varied and instructive and practical 
exercises have been carried out against all our 
neighbouring platoons and companies.  Most 
enjoyable was a night operation against no. 5 
platoon, and the various methods of 
camouflage used had to be seen and smelt to 
be believed.’ 
 

And an interesting addition followed: 
 

‘Two prisoners of war have been adopted by 
the Home Guard platoon.’ 

 
As early as June 1940 households were informed 
on: 
 

‘What to do if an invasion occurred, and this 
included the need to hide key items and 
commodities such as bicycles, petrol, food and 
maps’. 

 
The following report appeared in the Harborough 
Mail newspaper: 
 

‘On Sunday 12th July 1942 an interesting 
exercise involving both the Home Guard and 
Civil Defence Services took place with 
Kibworth as the culminating point of the 
afternoon’s activities.  Actually a very large 
part of the Home Guard battalion area was 
involved, for the scheme was based on the 
assumption that a force of hostile paratroops 
had descended in the vicinity of Kibworth and 
were moving on that village with a view to 
causing confusion among the population and 
doing greatest possible amount of damage to 
essential services.  An atmosphere of realism 
was added by the arrival of several planes 
which proceeded to dive-bomb various 
important points in the village.  As with all 
such exercises, everybody concerned learned 
a great deal, and it was not without its 
humorous side. 
 

‘The police were very conspicuous, examining 
suspects at check points on the more 
important roads, and we understand that 
some extremely clever work was done by 
people acting as fifth columnists. 
 

‘By the middle of the afternoon Kibworth was 
an extremely busy scene with Fire Service 
dealing with fires and First Aid attending 
casualties, whilst the Home Guard manned 
defence positions and dealt with a stream of 
reports coming by telephone and patrol giving 
information as to the movements of the 
various parties of paratroops who had been 
located by the Home Guard scouts. 
 

‘We believe this is the first occasion on which 
all Civil Services have operated with the Home 
Guard in this neighbourhood.  The officers of 
both, we are sure, must be more than pleased 
with the result, in spite of the inevitable 
mistakes which arise in a full dress rehearsal. 
 

‘From the public point of view, things probably 
appeared extremely confused, but as a matter 
of fact the situation was never entirely out of 
hand up to the time that the cease fire was 
ordered and the participants departed for 
home.’ 
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And further: 
 

‘On 16th May 1943 the Kibworth and District 
Company of the Home Guard paraded from 
14.30 hours, starting at the Grammar School 
and then around the village, under the 
command of Major M N Crittall with Captain 
Gray second in command.  The saluting base 
was at The Bank; they then proceeded to the 
cricket ground for tea where the Home Guard 
band played; a demonstration of weapons 
included rifles and grenades.  Then they 
marched back to the Company HQ and were 
congratulated on a good turn out.’ 

 

Fire Service 
 

The Kibworth Fire Service chief was John W Iliffe.  
One report in 1941 read as follows: 
 

‘Really we’re not a grumbling crowd, but … the 
other night our Chief called a practice.  On 
arrival at the Fire Station we found that the 
battery on the motor van had run down, which 
meant that the self-starter wouldn’t work, and 
not being able to crank the engine fast enough 
to start her, one brainy fireman said “Let’s 
push her”, and we did, half way from the 
station to the gas house (down New Road).  
Did we grumble?  Not on your life, we pushed, 
we puffed, and we got the engine going.  Of 
course, between puffs we called that battery 
names!’ 

 

Adaptations were made in early 1941 to the 
Manor House buildings, in the High Street, to 
improve services and facilities for the Fire 
Service. 
 

Air Raid Precautions 
 

The ARP (Air Raid Precautions) group had five 
posts with a reporting centre at the Grammar 
School.  By 1940, there were 30 wardens 
operating in the two Kibworths and in Smeeton.  
Wardens had fairly detailed written instructions 
on their duties, which mentioned among others 
that: 
 

‘On learning of a raid, wardens are to proceed 
to their post wearing tin hat, eye shade, 

gumboots and own mackintosh, as quickly as 
possible.  They should particularly see that no 
lights are shown and that the population 
remain indoors.  They are to use common-
sense as regards not exposing themselves to 
enemy action unnecessarily.’ 

 

The above example of ARP work has some 
interesting points, bearing in mind that it was 
only a few weeks away from enemy bombing in 
the Midlands.  Harold Minors was the warden in 
charge of the Harcourt post at this time and he 
records for the Sunday that a ‘German plane 
passed over Kibworth: machine gun bullets at 
Rose & Crown and Mrs Berry’s’.  He also adds 
‘General Jack’s wants watching.’ 
 

In the autumn of 1939 the Market Harborough 
Rural District Council (15th December 1939) 
discussed rumours circulating in Kibworth that 
some ARP wardens were being paid.  
Investigation concluded that the rumours were 
entirely unfounded; in fact the ARP wardens 
were doing a great job voluntarily.  Mr J E Elliot 
was the chief warden.  

Harcourt ARP’s report 
for week ending September 28th 1940 
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However, by 1943 Kibworth’s ARP wardens were 
noticing that things were much quieter as regards 
air raid warnings.  This reflects a changing 
outlook by the populace as a whole, namely that 
the intensely anxious days of 1940 and 1941 were 
passing and the enemy’s threats of invasion by air 
or land were indeed receding.  No, the war was 
not over, but the prospects were somewhat 
brighter.  By November 1944, the local Home 
Guard wound up its social fund. 
 

Local Air Attacks 
 
At this point we need to stop and return to 1940 
and mention German air attacks that did take 
place in this area.  Newspapers carried reports of 
enemy bombings, and sometimes photographs 
of damage caused, but under censorship 
regulations the town or village could not be 
named.  A description such as ‘a Midland Village’ 
or ‘a Midland Farm’ were used so as not give the 
enemy information on its targets. 

The most direct attack on Kibworth occurred on 
the night of 19th November 1940, a few days after 
the major bombings on Coventry and the same 
night as a widespread attack on Leicester. 
 
There were air raid siren warnings in the local 
villages.  The plane was flying from west to east 
as shown in the following map. 
 
At least 14 bombs were dropped along this flight 
path, and not all exploded on impact with the 

ground.  Why was the aircraft flying just to the 
south of Fleckney Road and the High Street and 
not above those roads?  Perhaps the blackouts on 
houses and factories were truly effective.  It was 
speculated that the pilot mistook moonlight 
reflections from glass in chicken houses in those 
fields.  Or maybe he was jettisoning the 
remaining bombs after an earlier raid over 
Leicester and before returning to Germany.  As 
the eye witness report said ‘We shall never 
know’. 
 
It is a fact though that Smeeton Road was closed 
for some days, and nearby houses had to be 
vacated, while the military made safe 
unexploded bombs in that vicinity. 
 
The manager of Johnson & Barnes’ factory, Jack 
Iliffe, had true perception when he summed up 
the escape by declaring: 
 

“I think we should all go to church on Sunday”. 
 
Following this the Rural District Council 
requested some surface air raid shelters for 
Kibworth and Fleckney for use by persons and 
visitors in the streets during air raids.  It is not 
clear to me when or where they were installed.  
At the same time the Council expressed concern 
about misleading adverts in this area about 
stirrup pumps.  Apparently black marketeers 
were offering such pumps at inflated prices 
whereas Kibworth people could buy them from 
the Council for only £1. 

Post War Image of Stand on Factory Roof in 
Fleckney Road where the Warning Siren Stood 

Flight Path, in red, of German Bomber over 
Kibworth 
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German planes had been seen flying high above 
Kibworth from August 1940.  A German Dornier 
217 plane flew over Kibworth one Sunday 
afternoon in October 1940, and an eye witness 
reported on machine gun bursts in the Fleckney 

Road area.  Apparently that same aircraft then 
circled and dropped a large bomb near the 
railway line between Kibworth and East Langton. 
 
Reports later in 1944 summarised raids over the 
Market Harborough district.  It was noted that 75 
alerts and bombings took place over Kibworth 
and the surrounding countryside from 1940 to 
1943.  One of the details read: 
 

‘An exciting incident occurred on a Sunday 
afternoon – an aeroplane swooped down 
close to East Langton station dropping several 
bombs (neither station nor railway lines were 
hit).  It followed the rail line to Kibworth, 
machine gunning the road by the railway, and 
one hit a Tungsten van.  The plane went on to 
Kibworth with more machine gunning before 
rising and disappearing in the clouds’. 

 
 

 
 

 

4 Children 
 
 
Time now to look at life in wartime for the 
children.  For the most part, Kibworth youngsters 
continued with school and play but with the 
overarching shadow that there was trouble.  Let’s 
hear from Sheila Knight (nee Corton) a former 
student of Kibworth Beauchamp Grammar 
School during the war. 
 

“On the night of November 19th 1940 German 
bombers targeted Leicester, so we had hardly 
any sleep.  No sooner had one lot of bombs 
exploded than we could hear the next wave of 
planes coming in. 
 

“Somehow I managed to get up next morning 
to go to school at Kibworth Beauchamp which 
I now attended.  About half the class turned 
up.  A nearby road was closed owing to the 
presence of unexploded bombs. 
 

“About this time the children were taught how 
to use a stirrup pump in a bucket of water so 
that we knew how to extinguish an incendiary 
bomb should the occasion arise.  Many 
windows had sticky strips of paper applied to 
prevent flying glass should a bomb fall 
nearby.” 

 
  

German reconnaissance map of Kibworth 
dated 1944 

Sheila Knight (nee Corton) 
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Evacuees 
 
One of the striking features of the war was the 
evacuation of children from London and other 
major cities.  And, as we shall see, it was not just 
children on their own but also mothers where her 
child was very young.  Many families were 
evacuated for one reason or another. 
 
Within the first week after declaration of war in 
September 1939, 3262 mothers, teachers and 
children arrived in Market Harborough by four 
trainloads.  Mostly from London, some had 
arrived from Birmingham and Sheffield.  It’s not 
clear how many of those came to Kibworth but 
some certainly did. 

 
The headmaster’s log book at the National School 
(the school, also known as the Junior School, was 
where the Two Shires Medical Practice in Station 
Street is now) for 14th September read: 
 

‘The Head Master, part of his staff, and about 
90 pupils of Newington Green London CC 
Junior Boys’ School, evacuated to this area, 
started work in one half of the School 
buildings, whilst Kibworth scholars and some 
children from various evacuated areas used 
the other half of the School, consequently, the 
classrooms are rather crowded.’ 
 

The head of Kibworth’s National School at this 
time was Mr Charles Mansell. 
 

The following newspaper advertisement on 29th 
March 1940 was typical of efforts to recruit more 
homes to take evacuees (anonymous Mrs 
Harrison named in this advert typified those who 
were already looking after evacuees): 

 
The advert read: 
 

‘Who will help Mrs Harrison?  Mrs Harrison 
has had Molly with her for six months now.  
Molly arrived in those troubled September 
days, and she came pinched and pecked and 
feeling very strange.  Molly doesn’t feel 
strange anymore.  Neither is she pinched or 
pecked.  It’s been hard work for Mrs Harrison, 
but she hasn’t grudged it.  First she did it for 
her country’s sake; and now she’d like to do it 
for the girl’s as well. 
 

‘But the trouble is this; Mrs Harrison cannot 
keep her forever.  A child is a tie and Mrs 
Harrison feels it is a tie that should be shared.  
Will you be neighbourly and take Molly for a 
while? 
 

Evacuation of Children 
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‘All you need do is enrol your name with your 
local authority.  You may be asked to take a 
child now, or your name may be kept against 
the time when raids make a second 
evacuation necessary.  When you enrol, you 
will be doing a splendid service for the nation.  
You may be saving a child’s life.  The child, the 
parents and the government will be grateful to 
you.  And if you take a child now, one of the 
300,000 Mrs Harrisons will be grateful to you 
too.’ 

 
By November 1940 evacuee numbers in 
Leicestershire had risen to 8300, and by January 
1941 to 12250.  These figures hide the fact that 
some evacuees came and returned home several 
times during the war.  For example after only two 
weeks into the war, a newspaper report read ‘A 
few mothers had already returned to London as 
there had been no air raids so far.’ 
 
One such child evacuee was Dorothy Cohen.  
Dorothy visited Kibworth again back in 2012 and 
shared her story. 

 
Dorothy, then aged nearly 7, was first billeted 
with a Dunkley family in Weir Road.  The family 
had no children of their own and took in two girl 
evacuees.  They were well looked after and Mrs 
Dunkley made a rag doll for Dorothy, a souvenir 

she has kept all her life.  She first attended the 
Infants’ School in Paget Street.  As with others, 
she returned to London and then was evacuated 
to south Wales in 1940 when bombings of 
London intensified, only to come back to 
Kibworth to stay this time with a family called 
Gilbert.  There was one more return to London 
and then a third time coming to Kibworth, 
illustrating the uncertainty and disturbance in 
those dark days. 
 
There were good weeks however, and Dorothy 
took part in a variety of local activities.  One was 
practising for and taking part in a musical evening 
at the Village Hall.  Proceeds were for the Red 
Cross. 
 
The Market Harborough Advertiser & Midlands 
Mail for 4th April 1941 read: 

 

‘The Village Hall was crowded to the doors on 
Saturday evening, many being unable to 
obtain admission to a "musical evening".  The 
first part of the programme was given by 
pupils of Aileen Cull.  Some of these, young 
though they may be, showed real musical 
ability …  The second part of the programme 
was a musical fairy play, "The Capture of 
Spring," …  This proved a great success.  The 
chief parts were taken by Monica Bird (Spring), 
Betty Badcock (King Sun), Gladys Durham 
(Winter), Cynthia Ward (Golden Ray), Jessie 
Armson and Dorothy Cohen (The Mortal 
Children, Ted and Phyllis respectively), Doreen 
Bennett (Snow Fairy). Monica Bird made a 
charming "Spring," and did her part well; Betty 
Badcock was well fitted to her part as "King 
Sun”; Dorothy Cohen, as “Phyllis," was much 
admired, doing her part extremely well; Joyce 
Millard was also suited to her part as "Jack 
Frost” - she, too, did well; Cynthia Ward, 
Gladys Durham, Jessie Armson and Doreen 
Bennett all did their parts very well. The 
children selling programmes met with nothing 
but courtesy, and this was much appreciated.’ 
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Mention has already been made that some 
families were evacuated to Kibworth, the reasons 
being various.  Here is a photograph of one such 
family – the Williamson family. 
 
Jack Williamson worked for Marks & Spencer in 
Baker Street, London, as head of hosiery but the 
firm decided to send key personnel away from 
the city.  So Mr Williamson brought his wife and 
young family to Leicester and settled at 1 Main 
Street in Kibworth Harcourt for the full duration 
of the war.  Much later Helen Williamson wrote 
her memoirs which included chapters on their life 
in Kibworth, and that book has wonderful 
accounts of what life was like during those war 
years. 
 
Muriel Gilbert (nee Minors) worked on the family 
farm along the Harborough Road.  Grange Farm 
produced milk and cream for the local area and 
Muriel had the daily task of delivering.  She met 
the Williamson family and at some point young 
Harry Williamson was allowed in his holidays and 
weekends to accompany her on the rounds. 
 
These stories of Dorothy Cohen and the 
Williamsons are available on the KHS website 
(www.kibworth.org). 
 

Schools 
 
The National School log book reveals brief but 
interesting details of school life in wartime.  
Inspectors made frequent visits to schools to see 

how they were coping with increased numbers of 
children and to make recommendations.  Air raid 
practices were held.  On the day following the 
bombing over Kibworth the log book read: 
 

‘An air-raid on Kibworth and the surrounding 
district occurred last night, and the ‘All Clear’ 
signal was given at 4.15am.  As only 36 
children attended School this morning, and 
some roads were roped off on account of 
unexploded bombs, I sent the children home 
for the day.’ 

 
On 17th February 1941 the log book recorded: 
 

‘As the School was so cold, and every scrap of 
fuel has been consumed, I sent the children 
home at 11.30am’. 

 
From various sources it is clear that evacuees 
contributed to daily life in Kibworth.  Evacuated 
children brought with them teachers and 
equipment from their London schools.  Adult 
evacuees assisted the ARP wardens, they 
supported teachers, arranged visits for the 
children, helped households and assisted in 
mending evacuee children’s clothes. 
 
In January 1940 the LMS railway (the London, 
Midland & Scottish) ran special trains on two 
Sundays at greatly reduced fares to allow parents 
in London to visit their children in Kibworth for 
the day. 
 
The local Harborough newspaper had regular 
features on encouraging good health among 
children.  These covered various topics such as 
the value of milk (for healthy bones and to 
minimise Ricketts), of regular visits to the dentist, 
of keeping children’s hair short (to minimise 
ringworm and lice; a recipe for making one’s own 
shampoo was offered), and the importance of 
hobbies.  Bottled orange juice for children 
became available from the autumn of 1943, and 
Kibworth and Smeeton families had to collect 
their allocation from the Village Hall on the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesday afternoons each month. 
 
  

The Williamson Family in Kibworth 1942 
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This commercial advert was repeated numerous 
times: 
 

‘Mother – when your children are cross and 
irritable don’t blame them.  For a sluggish 
system clogged with sour waste matter is 
usually the cause of the trouble.  Act instantly 
to correct this evil, safely with ‘California 
Syrup of Figs’ – a marvellous gentle laxative.  
At your chemist’s 1/3 and 2/6’. 

 
Not all was plain sailing however.  Tensions arose 
from time to time with evacuees of different 
ages.  A resident in the High Street was 
prosecuted for allegedly hitting the evacuee child 
of a Mrs Healey.  The defendant said: 
 

‘My life became unbearable when the 
evacuees came to live near me, and on one 
occasion Mrs Healey threatened to strangle 
me.’ 

 
Mrs Healey herself was later fined for 
unacceptable behaviour.  The report (28th April 
1944) read: 
 

‘Mrs Healey was fined 10s for pouring dirty 
water over her neighbour Lizzie Barwick on 9th 
April; there had been a dispute on whether 
Mrs Barwick could use defendant’s garden to 
access and clean her own windows; Mrs 
Healey had been evacuated to Kibworth about 
5 years ago (her husband was in the navy) and 
was billeted at Mr Burnham’s house.’ 

 
Oh dear! 
 
Two other adult London evacuees were 
prosecuted early in 1945 for theft.  Mary Gill, 
aged 75, was found guilty of stealing a 10s note 
at the Railway Arms, and Alice Woodgate 
admitted stealing clothing from a house in 
Station Hollow. 
 
During the war Kibworth Hall, by the Carlton 
Road, was given over to accommodate 30 girls in 
the care of the Waifs & Strays Society (later the 
Church of England Children’s Society).  It was 
known as St Mary’s.  A Miss Adams was the head 
teacher, but also named as the matron since the 

establishment had approved school status.  
Apparently there were some children there with 
behavioural problems.  Nevertheless they were 
not entirely isolated, for groups of children 
helped with concerts at Kibworth’s Village Hall.  
On one occasion the whole school of 30 girls gave 
a display of drill, physical exercises and tap 
dancing to the Women’s Institute. 
 
In January 1942 a Christmas treat was held for 
evacuee children in the Village Hall.  By 
November 1942 the government had made the 
decision to end child evacuation from London.  
However, registration of London children at risk 
continued in case of a future invasion and those 
already evacuated to other parts of the country 
were to remain at their temporary 
accommodation. 
 
Kibworth’s Grammar School expanded 
considerably during the war.  It is not clear how 
many, if any, evacuee children went to the 
Grammar School but numbers of pupils rose 
dramatically from 1939.  So much so that by 
October 1943 the Education Committee had 
approved plans for two additional classrooms 
and cloakroom, these being in place by January 
1944.  In March 1945 the pupil roll numbered 
434, roughly twice that from before the war. 
 

Youth Organisations 
 
Organisations aimed at children and young 
people continued as best they could during 
wartime.  These included groups at local 
churches, together with scouts and guides.  In 
addition other bodies were formed to train 
youths to assist with the war effort or to prepare 
for active service in the forces when they reached 
the required age. 
 
So a Kibworth branch of the Air Training Corps 
(ATC) was set up in March 1941 with 24 boys 
joining.  This was known at the Kibworth Flight 
and was linked to the main Harborough Corps.  
Similarly a local unit of the Girls’ Training Corps 
(GTC) was established.  Both the ATC and GTC 
had uniforms, parades, physical exercises, first 
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aid, map reading, aircraft recognition, and other 
useful learning.  One exciting exercise in 1943 for 
five ATC boys was to board a Wellington bomber 
and navigate it under supervision, in real flight, 
accurately to and circle around the Grammar 
School. The girls also trained in war gases, one 
exercise being to carry messages through a real 
gas chamber. 
 
It is illuminating to learn that pocket money for 
children was an issue in at least some British 
schools during the Second World War.  The 
National Federation of Class Teachers 
 

‘Wanted to see a scale for children’s pocket 
money, rising to a maximum of two shillings a 

week; there is currently a problem with too 
much spending money in a few cases; the 
allowance should be paid as a lump sum on 
the same day each week to train children in 
wise spending’. 

 
As far as is known, nothing came of this call. 
 
Wednesday 20th June 1945 saw a special train 
take all remaining child and mother evacuees 
from this area back to London. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

5 Food & Clothing 

 
 

Food Planning & Production 
 
As we have mentioned earlier, shortages of food 
and clothing came gradually.  Supplies from 
abroad and on the home front did reduce, and 
rationing of key commodities became necessary. 
 
Strenuous efforts were made to step up food 
production in Britain.  Farmers and every 
household were urged to grow more, and grow 
more efficiently. 
 
Harborough Rural District Council set up a Food 
Committee immediately on the outbreak of war, 
and several Kibworth people were enlisted.  
Overarching this was the Leicestershire War 
Agricultural Committee, established to direct and 
coordinate food production in the county.  The 
Committee issued advice and instructions at 
regular intervals on all aspects from farm to 
plate.  One of its meetings was actually held in 
Kibworth (March 1944) when it was said that ‘the 
coming harvest was one of the most vital in our 
history.’  The Committee even set hours of work 
for both men and women in agriculture, and also 
rates of pay. 
 

Grass land was ploughed to grow more cereals 
and root crops.  And that’s where, for example, 
the Women’s Land Army came in.  Locally, the 
depot was close to the junction of what is now 
Marsh Drive and the Langton Road (Marsh Drive 
did not exist at that time).  One of our own former 
members, Rose Holyoak, operated her tractor 
from that depot. 

 
Taking the example of potato production, the 
Committee produced written advice on the best 
way of preparing seed potatoes, on correct 
sowing, on maintenance, on harvesting and then 

Rose Holyoak on Her Tractor 
outside the Land Army Hut, Kibworth 
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on storage.  This advice would be printed in local 
newspapers and in leaflets. 
 
School children were recruited to help with 
harvests, and to this end school terms were 
adjusted.  Children aged 12 or over could do 
agricultural work in August and September for up 
to 10 days at a time, providing parents gave 
consent.  Extra days off school in October for the 
potato harvest were allowed.  26 girls from 
Alderman Newton’s School in Leicester came to 
Kibworth in August 1943 to assist with harvesting 
and they were housed in the Grammar School. 
 
Food recipes and related advice were published 
regularly to help citizens make the best of limited 
food supplies.  One example was how to make a 
scrambled egg salad from reconstituted dried 
egg.  But the key thing was to minimise waste.  In 
this connection it is worth noting government 
propaganda known as the ‘Squander Bug’.  Using 
this cartoon image of a bug, advertisements kept 
reminding the populace of the folly of wasting 
food or anything else that could be repaired or 
recycled. 
 
This particular advert related to money and 
encouraged thrift and urged people to put their 
money into war savings. 

The Kibworth & Smeeton Gardening Society was 
formed in July 1942 to promote good practice in 
allotments and gardens for food production.  It 
was in part a response to the national ‘Dig for 
Victory’ campaign.  Within weeks it had over 90 
members.  The Society was able to obtain seeds 
and other necessities at preferential rates.  A 
lecture in September 1942 was titled ‘More Food 
from our Plots and How’. 
 
Householders were encouraged to rear small 
numbers of pigs and chickens in their gardens.  
The deal with pigs was to feed the young animals 
on food scraps until they reached slaughter 
weights.  After slaughter a half carcase of pork 
plus internal organs would be returned to the 
house for their own use. 
 
All this had to be regulated for fairness in the 
community.  However, there were deviations and 
in June 1944 local butchers, Albert and Terry 
Sedgley were fined for the unlawful slaughter of 
pigs and unlawful production of bacon.  And not 
only them, but five others were summoned at the 
same time for making false declarations about 
their involvement with the meat. 
 

Yes, there was some black market activity in this 
area.  And another minor aspect was food 
hoarding.  Mary Parry of Beauchamp was fined £5 
in March 1943: 
 

‘For acquiring large and unreasonable 
quantities of flour and cocoa during 1942; the 
Ministry of Food was prosecuting; their 
inspector found 170lbs. of flour, 35lbs. flour 
substitute and 35½lbs. of cocoa, and also 
quantities of tinned foods’ in her house. 

 

It is quite illuminating to see how individuals, 
families and organisations coped with food 
shortages and restrictions.  Having good friends 
who were farmers or shopkeepers was a great 
advantage for receiving little extras here and 
there.  One wartime memory tells of a Leicester 
girl who came to Kibworth most weekends to 
stay with the Jacques family who ran the 
Newtown Bakery on the Fleckney Road.  Later 
they had a shop next to the Village Hall.  
Apparently bread was not rationed and the 
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family did the catering for Sunday afternoon teas 
at the Golf Club, then situated on Wistow Road.  
As a city girl, she was amazed at the range of 
sandwich fillings: egg, cheese and even ham on 
occasions.  Similarly the bakery provided 
refreshments at Village Hall dances; where did it 
all come from? 
 

A Women’s Institute meeting in April 1941 
reported on a successful event when there was ‘a 
brief interval for refreshments, plentiful in spite 
of rations’.  And in September 1943 at the WI 
meeting ‘Mrs Badcock and her willing helpers did 
wonders again with refreshments’.  By November 
1943 the Kibworth branch of the British Legion 
‘held its annual supper and concert at the Village 
Hall when 134 sat down to restricted fare’.  But it 
came from somewhere. 
 

The British Restaurant 
 
Two other schemes were put in place to help 
Kibworth residents, evacuees and rural workers.  
One was the establishing of a British Restaurant, 
and the other was the Rural Pie Scheme.  The 
need for a public restaurant to provide weekday 
lunches at modest cost was readily agreed by the 
RDC but where in Kibworth was it to be?  The first 
idea was the Village Hall, but that was turned 
down because ‘it might adversely affect social 
events in the village’ and ‘interfere with local 
activities’.  That was an important observation by 
the Ministry of Food as the Village Hall was one 
of the key centres in keeping up Kibworth’s 
morale. 

Eventually a building in the High Street was 
requisitioned, premises owned by a Mr Bolton 
but occupied by Messrs Slaters’ the local 
designers of retail marketing materials.  It took 
just over a year to re-fit the interior with a kitchen 
and dining hall and to make all the necessary 
arrangements.  The British Restaurant opened 
with a ceremony and speeches on 11th November 
1942. 
 

 
A newspaper report at the time described it this 
way: 
 

‘A building which has been admirably adapted 
for the purpose.  The cheery-looking dining 
hall will accommodate at least a hundred 
people at one time, the kitchens and serving 
department are spacious and well arranged, 
and the smoothness and efficiency with which 
everything worked on the opening day 
suggests that not only is there an adequate 
and competent staff, but that much excellent 
preliminary work had been done by the R.D.C. 
officials and the committee which had this 
work in hand’.  

High Street, Kibworth, where the Wartime 
British Restaurant was Situated 
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Within a month it was said to be ‘going strong 
and accommodation … is fully taxed’.  A letter in 
the following summer from a regular Kibworth 
patron of the restaurant to the RDC 
congratulated 
 

‘The Council and its appropriate officials on 
the excellent manner in which the restaurant 
is organised and controlled’. 

 
Prices had to be adjusted in October 1943, as 
follows: soup 2d, meat & vegetables 8d, sweet 
3d, tea 1d.  However, one visitor reported that 
the amount of meat in her main course was 
small.   The County Council reimbursed the 
restaurant for school children’s meals at 10d per 
child.  Overall, the Kibworth restaurant did pay 
for itself. 
 
Incidentally, the County Council also set up a 
canteen at Kibworth Infants’ School on Paget 
Street from late 1943 at a cost of £475. 
 
By late 1944 fewer people were using the British 
Restaurant and so a decision was taken to close 
from 27th January 1945. 
 

Rural Pie Scheme 
 
The other venture of note for feeding country 
folk was the Rural Pie Scheme.  The initiative first 
came from the Ministry of Food in August 1942 
which issued a circular urging the setting up of 

distribution centres in rural communities for 
meat products such as meat pies and sausage 
rolls.  It was up to local councils to implement and 
oversee any scheme but voluntary organisations 
could administer it.  In this district the Women’s 
Voluntary Service took up the challenge and this 
was the case in Kibworth. 
 
Pies were baked centrally, possibly in Melton 
Mowbray for this area, and delivered once a 
week to each participating village.  In Kibworth 
the centre was the Oddfellows Hall in Paget 
Street, opened in September 1942, and available 
on Thursday afternoons.  One report says the pies 
were ‘in great demand’.  Typically, each customer 
was limited to one shilling’s worth of products.  
The statistics are quite amazing: the average 
weekly sales at Kibworth was 1300 pies.  Young 
Harry Williamson can remember coming to 
collect pies for his family. 
 
Modest profits were made from this popular 
scheme and at intervals the RDC distributed 
these monies to local charities.  One local 
beneficiary was always the Kibworth & Smeeton 
Nursing Association and, for example, in October 
1943 it received £15 16s 8d.  The scheme kept 
going until the close of the war. 
 
 
 

 
 



21 

6 Support for Forces & the War Effort 

 
 

Supporting the Forces 
 
No doubt towns and villages throughout Britain 
did a great deal to support the men and women 
who had joined the armed forces from their area.  
Kibworth was no exception and much effort was 
made to keep in touch and support those away 
from home on military service. 
 
Correspondence was two way, that is families 
and friends wrote letters and cards to those on 
active service and replies were received back 
home. 
 
Parcels of food and other useful items were also 
made up and sent off.  These were done by 
families or by organisations such as the Red Cross 
and British Legion, both having active branches in 
Kibworth.  When social gatherings were held the 
funds raised would often be donated specifically 
for this purpose. 
 
In November 1939 a public meeting was 
organised in the Village Hall to discuss ways and 
means of raising funds for Christmas parcels to all 
service personnel.  At that point 40 men had 
already gone from the village.  A house to house 
collection within days raised £50 for such parcels. 
 
A variety of goods were also sent out.  Kibworth’s 
Women’s Institute knitted garments for the 
troops.  In summer time, garden parties or fetes 
were held, often at either The Paddocks (the 
McTurk family) or Kibworth House (the Evans 
family).  Sometimes the event was to raise funds 
for hospital supplies for forces abroad, or 
particularly for prisoners of war.  On 5th 
September 1942 £258 was raised at a garden fete 
organised by Mr and Mrs Evans at Kibworth 
House for the Prisoners of War Fund and British 
Red Cross.  Kibworth Silver Band played and there 
were numerous side shows followed by a whist 
drive in the evening. 
 

Supporting the War Effort 
 
Alongside this commendable activity were 
numerous campaigns to support the war effort 
generally.  These campaigns would be initiated by 
central government but it was at district and 
village level where success or otherwise was 
achieved.  By August 1940 Kibworth received 
special congratulations for collecting 20 tons of 
scrap metal for the war effort. 
 
One of the most well remembered war 
requisitions was the collection of iron railings 
from the houses all over the country.  The RDC 
gave notice in December 1942 that all 
unnecessary railings in villages across the district 
would be removed, starting at the beginning of 
1943.  The notice read ‘It is hoped that owners 
will be prepared to make a free gift of their 
railings etc to the nation’.  Owners could apply for 
compensation but few did.  A letter a few months 
later in the Harborough Mail from a Kibworth 
resident asked why some people’s railings in the 
village have been taken and others left – why the 
discrimination?  One observer commented about 
an older resident, a regular spectator at sporting 
matches, saying 
 

‘He oughter get compensation from the 
council; ever since the last war he’s been 
leaning against them railings, and yesterday 
when he leaned, they weren’t there!’ 

 
War is costly in financial terms as well as in lives.  
So, many campaigns were to encourage or 
persuade the British people to donate or invest 
whatever they could.  War bonds were an on-
going opportunity to contribute.  Special weeks 
were promoted to keep the message alive.  
Examples were War Weapons Week (Kibworth 
raised £5526 in early 1941, chiefly by small 
investors), Warships Week (there were 762 
savers, including school children, in Kibworth in 
early 1942 raising a total of £3090 1s 10d), Wings 
for Victory Week, Salute the Soldier Week 
(Kibworth raised £6295 by May 1944).  In May 



22 

1944 the local Harborough newspaper printed a 
special commendation which read ‘Kibworth is 
alive and doing its share in Red Cross and war 
efforts’. 
 
Another example of forced contribution to the 
war effort came by way of Mr Frank Stops of The 
Limes in Main Street, Kibworth.  The Army 
Council wanted more horses (yes, this is WW2) 
and Mr Stops was reluctant to lose valuable 
animals.  He had just purchased two good horses 
at £160 each but the Army Council was only 
willing to pay him £60 each.  The case went to the 
County Court and though Judge Galbraith 
sympathised with Mr Stops he said he had no 
jurisdiction in the circumstances. 
 
Remembrance Day parades and services were a 
centrepiece each year.  The parade involved 
whichever organisations were available.  The 
Kibworth Band sometimes had to miss through 
absence on duty of sufficient players.  Wreaths 
were laid at the war memorial.  It was the custom 
during the war for the service at St Wilfrid’s to be 
led jointly by local ministers and General Jack was 
the one who read the Roll of Honour. 
 

Awards 
 
Several members of the forces from Kibworth 
were awarded medals for gallantry in service.  
One example was that of Major E F Saunderson-
Morrison.  He was a medical man with practices 
in Kibworth and Great Glen before being called 
up to serve in the RAMC (Royal Army Medical 
Corps); he was awarded the Military Medal for 
distinguished service in the Middle East.  Back 
home his mother was justifiably proud of her son 
and expressed the hope that she might 
accompany him when going to Buckingham 
Palace to receive his medal from the King. 
 
A second example of gallantry was Sergeant Fred 
Holyoak (brother of Rose Holyoak) who was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC).  
The citation read: 

 
‘In May 1944 this airman’s bomber was 
detailed to attack Aachen.  After a successful 
attack was completed, an enemy fighter 
attacked the aircraft, which was severely 
damaged, and the rear gunner wounded.  Fire 
broke out amid exploding ammunition.  
Sergeant Holyoak showed great courage in 
extinguishing the fire under the most 
hazardous circumstances.  Although suffering 
from collapse and burns to his wrist, he helped 
to extinguish further outbreaks.  Fumes and 
smoke threatened to render him unconscious, 
but he persisted in his duty, and he made his 
(wireless) set serviceable for the emergency 
landing.  This airman’s gallantry and 
selflessness is worthy of the highest praise’. 

 

 

Sergeant Fred Holyoak 

Arthur Timson & his Winning Card Design 
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Local people shared the delight in December 
1944 of Arthur Raymond Timson serving in the 
Royal Navy.  He was 
 

‘The son of Mr & Mrs Horace Timson of High 
Street, Kibworth, and an artist and writer on 
board HMS Howe, the flagship of the Pacific 
Fleet; he won 1st prize for his design of the 
Christmas airgraph for the Eastern Fleet’. 

 
Various interesting letters arrived in Kibworth by 
way of appreciation.  A girl living in Belgium sent 
the following letter and a toy in December 1944 
to a little girl with the surname Tunstall at 77 
Fleckney Road, Kibworth; the child’s father was 
billeted at the Belgian girl’s home; the letter read: 
 

‘Dear Girl, With great pleasure I send you a 
Santa Claus present.  It is the first time that I 
am able to give something to an English girl as 
a poor and symbolic exchange for the good 
your nation has done for us.  It is especially 
intended to express my gratitude for the 
kindness of your papa, who has been very 
good to me.  I express the wish that you might 
see back such a good dad quite soon.  Grateful 
greetings, Jenny Van Mossevelde’. 

 
Another, again addressed to Kibworth, came 
from London early in 1945. 
 

‘Dear Madam – I trust you will excuse this 
privilege I am taking in writing to you.  I do so 
to endeavour to express our sincere 
appreciation to you for sending your dining 
table to Wimbledon, which we were fortunate 
to have.  We like it very much and feel it must 
have been hard for you to part with it; we will 
look after it in our gratitude to you.  We lost 
all our home last July, the furniture was 
smashed to pieces, you could not see most of 
it, but I thank God that I was spared and came 
out unhurt – we had to fight our way out.  For 
two weeks now we have been at this address, 
for which we truly are happy; after seven 
months we have at last a place to live in.  We 
have almost straightened it, this having been 
badly blasted.  We have had a job clearing the 
workmen’s dirt apart from the difficulties of 
water and cooking facilities.  We thank you 

most sincerely, also the people of 
Leicestershire.  I have never seen such a 
wonderful array of things that they have sent.  
I think it is wonderfully good and kind of them.  
I know many families that have been helped 
with many things, and on behalf of all the 
bombed out families I say to you and all you 
Leicestershire people, thank you most 
heartfelt.  If it is at all possible without 
troubling you I would like to have the address 
of the head of your organisation at your end.  
I am sure I and many of the people who have 
received such help would like to write to the 
housewives of Leicestershire.  Thank you 
again.  Mrs and Mr Holmes and Peggy 
(Wimbledon).’ 

 
 

Post War Housing 
 
Several people in Harborough and the 
surrounding villages started thinking quite early 
on about the shape of post-war life in the district.  
Both Kibworth parish councils had written to the 
Rural District Council about the need for action 
and so a special meeting was convened in 
January 1943 to make progress.  A key aspect was 
housing.  How many houses would be required 
for home coming troops and their families, where 
would they be situated and what types were 
needed? 
 
By June of that year an outline plan had been 
prepared, no doubt urged on by a request from 
the Ministry of Health for a report.  At that point 
25 new houses had been identified for Kibworth, 
to be constructed within a year from the war 
ending.  The number was to grow as time went 
by.  Glebe land to the west of the parish church 
had been identified by March 1944 as ‘the only 
field in Kibworth that would not interfere with 
agricultural needs’ (the area known now as the 
Hillcrest Avenue estate).  There were several 
obstacles to overcome, not least that the land 
owners were not willing to sell and, not 
surprisingly, there were objections to that choice 
from nearby householders (what’s new?).  
Letters were written to the RDC and, in part, 
published in the Harborough Mail; some were 
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against the site choice and others opposed to the 
objectors [see below and opposite]. 
 

 
 
 
Another letter dealt not only with housing, but 
also perceived needs for other local facilities for 
post war Kibworth.  There were two main 
proposals, the second being as follows: 
 

‘That the rectory and grounds and paddock be 
purchased and a road constructed from 
Church Hill and gradually curving to come out 
on the main road between the cemetery and 
the Coach & Horses corner; pull down the 
rectory and build a smaller modern house; 
erect a swimming bath with public hall over & 
council offices with meeting rooms over all’. 

 

 

Kibworth News 
 
Kibworth News (KN) or Kibworth News and 
Forces Journal (to give it its full title) was issued 
once or twice each year from March 1940.  Its 
main aim was to keep up the morale of local 
servicemen and women, serving away from 
home, by providing news from Kibworth and 
surroundings villages. 
 
Throughout the war it was edited by Leslie Lewis 
Clarke who, at that time, lived at 35 Smeeton 
Road.  His wife was Ethel Mary Clarke.  At a parish 
church council meeting early in the war, February 
1940, he had suggested some kind of regular 
communication between Kibworth and local men 
and women in the armed forces and, perhaps not 
surprisingly, he finished up having to organise 
such a newsletter himself.  He had served in 
WW1 and was a 2nd lieutenant in the Machine 
Gun Corps, so he had personal experience of war 
conditions. 
 
  

Letter 9th March 1945 

Letter 16th March 1945 
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There were several constraints.  Firstly, the Home 
Office were extremely cautious about locals 
sending news abroad that might fall into enemy 
hands.  Secondly, there was a paper shortage at 
times during the war.  Thirdly, how would 
worthwhile news be gathered?  And fourthly, 
how would it be funded and in what form would 
it be distributed? 

 
This meant that Mr Clarke had to use his 
considerable discernment in avoiding any news 
or article that might be useful to the enemy in 
Europe or the Middle East or Far East.  Evidently, 
he did gain the trust of censors.  He had to put 
limits on the length of items in order to minimise 
paper requirements, and yet at the same time 
produce something that was attractive and 
worthwhile.  He once illustrated this by relating a 
story: 
 

‘The editor of a contemporary journal was told 
he must economise in paper consumption and 
must never use two words where one would 
do.  In consequence, he thus reported a recent 
regrettable accident – “Private Jones struck a 
match to see whether there was any petrol in 
his tank.  There was.  Buried July 22nd”. 

 
Then the editor had to request, and keep on 
pleading for, news from local people and groups 

to add to material that he himself could gather, 
such as from letters received from service 
people.  Donations had to be sought so that the 
KN could be sent free to all known servicemen 
and women from Kibworth and the immediate 
area.  And then there was the business of getting 
the items typed up, checked, corrected and 
printed in one form or another.  Initially the 
layout was by using typed stencils and duplicator, 
but by 1944 it was printed in booklet form. 
 
Regular parts of the KN were the roll of honour 
(listing of known deaths of servicemen), news of 
prisoners of war, and of those missing in action.  
There were short extracts from servicemen’s and 
women’s letters.  Then usually there were plenty 
of brief reports from local organisations, such as 
the churches, British Legion, sports clubs (cricket, 
golf, angling, darts), scouts and guides, fetes and 
garden parties, and other fund raising activities.  
Anything fresh was newsworthy, such as the start 
in July 1942 of the Kibworth & Smeeton 
Gardening Society, set up initially to foster the 
‘Dig for Victory’ campaign.  Kibworth’s Village 
Hall was well used during WW2 and news of 
meetings, concerts, whist drives, dances and 
dinners held there were always recorded. 
 
Individuals would be asked by the editor to write 
articles or pen a greeting; one example was a 
note by Brig Gen J L Jack reflecting on his own 
military service and encouraging the WW2 
troops.  Another full page item was from the 
National Fire Service (NFS) which sought to lift 
the forces’ spirits: an extract read: 
 

‘Kibworth is just the same.  The old clock at 
Smeeton Lane corner still pipes forth the 
quarter Jacks and the Hour.  You shut your 
eyes – yes – now listen – can’t you hear it?  I 
bet you can.  It sounds good, doesn’t it?  Then 
go down on the Bank and see the ‘Red Emma’ 
(the Midland Red bus) swing round ready for 
Leicester.  Let’s hope you’ll soon be catching it 
to see the City play Arsenal, or go to the 
Pictures or Theatre.  As the song says “That is 
worth fighting for”. 

 
  



26 

Births, marriages and deaths were a source of 
interest.  Subscribers to KN funds were listed, as 
were donors to certain other appeals like the Red 
Cross.  The editor obviously had literary talent 
and used his knowledge of classics and poetry to 
enhance the style and content of KN.  He also 
demonstrated Christian faith by his choice of 
items; one example being a quotation from 
General Sir William Dobbie reflecting on the war: 
 

‘Our cause is outstandingly righteous, but 
there are surely things in our national and 
individual lives which are not.  I am convinced 
that as soon as our nation humbly and 
confidently acknowledges this, God’s 
intervention and help will be strikingly and 
sweepingly forthcoming.’ 

 
But KN was never dull.  Mr Clarke incorporated 
amusing stories, even jokes, to promote humour.  
I liked this one: 
 

‘As an arrogant gesture, the German frontier 
guards one night dumped all the rubbish from 
their barracks on to the Swiss side of the 
frontier line.  Without a word of complaint, 
the Swiss swept up the mess; on the following 
night, a case of prime Swiss butter was found 
on the German side, but with the following 
label attached: “Every country exports its best 
products.” 

 
Drawings of Kibworth appeared from 1943 (see 
the two illustrations above and opposite) and 
eventually photographs were included in the KN.  
One contributor of these sketches was Mr J E 
Slater, the Leicester businessman with offices 

and workshops in Kibworth and Smeeton.  
Slater’s was a well-known Kibworth employer in 
the mid-20th century which specialised in the 
design and manufacture of advertising material 
for many national and international retailers such 
as bicycles, footwear and perfumes. 
 
The letters from servicemen and women are 
quite revealing and touch the heart.  Some 
examples follow: 
 

‘1943 issue: The Tigers were resting in their 
jungle camp on 7th December 1941, on the 8th 
… we were told we were at war with Japan.  
Things were quiet until about 4 o’clock in the 
afternoon.  Then the fun started, and for every 
yard the Japs took it cost them very dear, 
although our casualties were light up to the 
terrific Battle of Kampar where the Tigers 
fought like tigers – a fine tribute anybody 
could wish for.  I, myself, felt a thrill of pride in 
being in command of a section of these local 
boys who had not the slightest atom of fear.  
After six days fighting at Kampar we fell back 
fighting until we reached Singapore itself, 
where we reorganised and fought to the last 
minute on that fateful day.’ 
 

‘1944 issue: I have read KN through more than 
a couple of times and the boys on the 
messdeck seem to get just as much enjoyment 
from it as I do.’ 

 
‘1944 issue: The girls I am stationed with have 
fallen for some of the pieces I have read out to 
them, and they are sending them to their 
boys.  The KN goes a long way.’ 
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‘1944 issue: It’s nice to think that the folks at 
home are thinking of the boys over here.  
When we first arrived in France the French 
people seemed hostile, but as we came to 
know them more we learned that they were 
just quiet and reserved kind of people who 
had been dominated by the Germans, and 
therefore suspicious of invaders.  We are 
determined to finish our job by Christmas and 
return to our homes to enjoy the peace we 
fought for, a peace that will not be marred by 
the atrocities of war, so that the younger 
generation can be brought up in a fine 
peaceful world.’ 
 

‘1945 issue: I have travelled across North 
Africa and right up through Italy and now, with 
God’s aid, we brought the war in Italy to a 
successful end.  I am now looking forward to 
coming home to the Dear Old Village.  I don’t 
know of any other place that is doing such a 
fine thing for their lads and lasses.’ 
 
‘1945 issue: There are several Leicestershire 
fellows here from different villages, but I have 
never seen them receive anything like the KN.  
I believe that ours is the only one, so it just 
shows what the village is really doing for us 
whilst we are away.’ 
 
‘1945 issue: Would you believe it?  Well, 
Private J H Gilbert writes to say that he, with 
some of the boys, went into a little general 
shop in a small village in India for some 
needles and buttons, and on looking round he 
noticed a big picture of the Fernie hounds 
hanging on the wall!  Under it, written very 
faintly, were the words ‘The Fernie near 
Gumley Wood, December 1901.’  John asked 
the Indian shopkeeper where it came from 
and, as far as he could understand the Indian 
language, he said an English soldier gave it him 
many years ago.  John thought it was so funny 
being there, and such a coincidence, that he 
tried to make the Indian understand that he 

came from near Gumley, but the only reply he 
could get was ’Ne Malum Sab’, which means 
he didn’t understand.’ 

 
Some struck a quite serious note: 
 

‘1945 issue: One thing did strike me when I 
was home on leave in Kibworth, and I am sure 
it must strike bitterly every man and woman 
who has served the country away from home.  
I was positively shocked at the behaviour of 
certain women towards the prisoners of war 
in the district.  Those women are going about 
quite openly with men, who for all they know 
may have fought against their own husbands, 
sweethearts, and friends.’ 

 
Some commented on news from Kibworth: 
 

‘1945 issue: I still consider Kibworth more my 
home town than anywhere, after spending 
twenty happy years of business life in the 
place, and I certainly hope to be back again 
after this Army life is all over.  I think we should 
all make a great effort in the building of that 
Memorial Hall suggested.’ 

 
This last item referred to a campaign in Kibworth, 
encouraged by the editor, Leslie Clarke, for a new 
community centre.  Kibworth’s Village Hall was 
very well used during WW2 but there was a 
growing opinion that something more modern 
was required.  Something suited to all groups 
from youths to seniors, where any local group or 
club could meet.  The concept was of a centre for 
local culture and communal life, and to promote 
social cohesion.  Not least it should be a worthy 
memorial to all who had served during the 
horrors of war.  As we all know now, this scheme 
came to nothing in the immediate post war years 
and the provision of suitable premises for public 
use has been debated in each decade since. 
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7 Leisure 

 
 

Social Activity & Organisations 
 
Throughout the Second World War a balance was 
maintained in Kibworth between work and play.  
Conditions were tough for most folk, and very 
hard for some, but there was leisure time and 
many Kibworth people continued with voluntary 
tasks, or their hobbies and interests, or joined 
others in sports or social events. 
 
As well as the churches and public houses, it is 
abundantly clear that the Village Hall was an 
important centre of activity.  Saturday whist 
drives and dances were popular and held there 
very regularly.  These were a key opportunity to 
get together, even to meet new faces such as 
visiting servicemen and women, and at the same 
time to raise some funds for one good cause or 
another.  The list of charities and organisations is 
quite long. 
 

So in April 1940 the Mail could report ‘a very 
large crowd present in the Village Hall and the 
dance was a splendid success’.  Various bands 
were brought in.  Prizes were awarded to winners 
at whist and every event had a Master of 
Ceremonies; invariably these details were 
reported locally. 
 
Organisations such as the Women’s Institute 
pressed on with monthly meetings.  There was 
usually a talk given plus some kind of activity and 

a closing chorus such as ‘There’ll always be an 
England’.  In October 1940 the ‘talk was on 
dressmaking and members gave a sack of 
potatoes for Leicester Royal Infirmary and over 
100 comforts for fighting forces’.  By September 
1943 the group noted increasing difficulties in 
getting speakers and with transport restrictions. 
 
Kibworth’s sport clubs continued as best they 
could, bearing in mind that some players were 
away in the forces.  The Golf Club’s annual 
general meeting in March 1940 had a record 
attendance following a good season in the 
previous year.  It was ‘resolved that all members 
serving in HM Forces should retain their 
membership without subscription during the 
war’. 
 
The Cricket Club also resolved at its AGM in 
March 1940 ‘to press on during wartime as far as 
possible.  E W Welton was to continue as team 
captain’.  Newspapers were entirely free, from 
censorship, to report on all sporting matters and 
the ups and downs and statistics of the Kibworth 
Cricket Club were recorded in full. 
 
By way of example, in the 1944 season the 
Cricket Club played 23 matches, won 10, lost 3, 
and 10 were drawn.  Cecil Berry and Eddie 
Welton (teacher at the National School) always 
figured at the top of averages.  Cecil, vice-captain, 
achieved a batting average of 18.0 from 19 

Kibworth Village Hall in late 1930s 

Eddie Welton 
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innings, and 27 wickets for a bowling average of 
9.3 runs.  But the top bowler was the team 
captain, Eddie Welton; he had his best season in 
1944 bowling 280 overs and capturing 87 wickets 
at an average of 6.8 runs.  It can also be noted 
that Mr Welton played for Leicestershire in at 
least two county matches.  He helped his county 
win against Northants by taking 4 wickets for 37 
runs. 
 
The Kibworth and Smeeton Gardening Society 
has already been mentioned.  It held annual 
shows to encourage good horticulture and 
awarded prizes for winners.  Similarly, the 
Kibworth Working Men’s Club held its events and 
shows. 
 
There was a Rabbit Club in Kibworth.  It held a 
very successful show at the Railway Arms in 
October 1943 and again prizes were awarded.  
The scope was broadened in January 1944 and 
named the Kibworth & District Fanciers Club, 
dedicated to excellence in breeding and keeping 
small livestock.  Their display in January 1944, at 
the Railway Arms, embraced pheasants, parrots, 
budgerigars, poultry, bantams, ducks, rabbits, 
canaries & pigeons.  Over 300 paying visitors 
attended the exhibition. 
 
Cinemas were of course extremely popular at this 
time.  Kibworth did not have its own dedicated 
cinema during WW2 but residents here often 
travelled to Leicester or Market Harborough on 
public transport for a night out and to watch films 
of the day.  Many feature films were made during 
wartime, especially in America, and one such was 
‘Gone with the Wind’.  It was screened at the Ritz 
cinema in Harborough from May 1943. 
 
Cinema-going was not without its problems 
however.  By September 1944 Italian prisoners of 
war were allowed time out to go to a local cinema 
but that led to significant disputes.  Why should 
the enemy be allowed such privileges when local 
British people either couldn’t get in because the 
cinema was full or they had to wait in lengthy 
queues?  Local newspapers carried letters either 
in support of the POWs or against. 

Community Guild 
 
In the last year of the war a new and important 
group was formed - the Kibworth & Smeeton 
Community Guild.  The stated object was ‘To 
provide interests for members of all ages and to 
have in being a guild that will have great value to 
the members of His Majesty’s Forces, women 
and men, girls and boys, when on leave and after 
demobilisation; three groups or sections were 
formed – the Literary section (lectures, debates 
and discussions), the Dramatic section, and the 
Musical section’.  The Williamsons played key 
roles in this guild. 

 
The Literary Section held monthly meetings at 
the Grammar School and these were usually well 
attended by the public.  Brains Trusts were 
popular with ‘questions which both entertained 
and enlightened’.  Jack Williamson was either on 
the team or giving the vote of thanks.  Helen 
Williamson was on the Brains Trust when the 
questions posed were ‘industrial cartels, suitable 
books to take on a desert island, the prospects of 
agriculture after the war, the apparent but 
unsatisfied spiritual hunger for spiritual guidance 
at the present time, children’s attendance at 
cinemas, the increasing social services, 
compulsory periodical medical examination, the 
greatest plays, and the most important qualities 
in a woman’.  There were also lectures, with 
topics including ‘How the Mind Works’, ‘How the 
Country is Governed’, and ‘Empire’. 
 
The Dramatic Section prepared and put on plays 
at the Village Hall.  These ran for three 
consecutive nights, usually Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday and drew large and enthusiastic 
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crowds.  Reports indicate these were performed 
to a high standard and all those taking part on 
stage or behind were listed.  There are several 
names of people still alive today, including Betty 
Ward and Phyllis Ringrose. 
 
The Musical Section held concerts at the 
Grammar School, again with full houses.  Mrs 
Ethel M Pateman took the lead in training singers 
and musicians and conducting at concerts.  Mr 
Ernest Olivant (Grocer) was the chief violinist, Mr 
Frederick Bentley (the pharmacist) played the 
cello, and Mrs Helen Williamson was the pianist 
on several occasions.  Concerts were varied with 
soloists, duets, male and female choirs, 
instrumental items, readings, and even a 
gramophone guessing competition.  Evenings 
usually ended with a rousing song such as ‘Land 
of Hope and Glory’. 
 

The following description gives us some insight 
into the camaraderie on those dark nights: 
 

‘The groups met in the evening, in the school 
hall, where there was a small stage.  In the 
pitch darkness of the blackout, one would see 
the faint glow of the torches bobbing toward 
the hall from all over the village.  We entered 
between two layers of heavy curtains, into a 
crowded room where everybody knew 
everybody.  News was exchanged about loved 
ones at the front, or in hospital, or perhaps in 
a prisoner-of-war camp.  We condoled with 
those who were bereaved and felt we had 
experienced a loss too’. 

 
 
 

 

 

8 Finale 

 
 
Germany finally surrendered on Tuesday 8th May 
1945.  The formal ending of war in Europe and 
North Africa was at 12.01am on Wednesday 9th 
May 1945. 
 
Japan accepted surrender terms on 14th/15th 
August 1945 (depending on the time zone), and 
that became known as V-J Day, though the formal 
signing of the surrender document only took 
place on 2nd September 1945. 
 
Spontaneous celebrations broke out in Britain on 
learning of the German surrender.  Kibworth was 
no exception.  As one observer in Kibworth put it 
‘The country went mad.  It was midsummer.  The 
village was smothered in bunting and flags.  
Church bells rang out the joyous message.  Our 
windows were wide open and neighbours and 
friends kept putting their heads through and 
shouting a greeting.  In the afternoon we joined 
crowds in the village square: volubly, we 
expressed our relief that the ordeal was over.’ 
 
Street parties were organised at very short 
notice.  One such was in Harcourt Terrace off 

Main Street in Kibworth Harcourt.  The photo (on 
the next page) shows local children enjoying the 
celebration.  One was Harry Williamson. 
 
In the evening St Wilfrid’s Church was floodlit, 
the first time for six years.  Crowds gathered to 
watch and linger.  Then later there was dancing 
in the street until early the next morning. 
 

St Wilfrid’s Church, Kibworth 
lit as part of Victory Celebrations 



31 

But, there was another very poignant side to the 
story.  The war was over but many would grieve 
for a long time because their husbands, sons or 
friends were never to return home.  This account 
expresses the situation well: 
 

‘I came to a house where there could be no 
joy: a husband and a brother would never 
return.  I left my children with a friend, and 
went around to the back.  I let myself in quietly 
and found the widow upstairs, just sitting, her 
eyes vacant.  I knelt and put my arms around 
her, tightly.  The human contact broke the 
tension, and we sobbed together.  The eternal 
questions "Why?" - "What for?" remained 
unanswered, as ever - but the orders of the 
women’s and mothers’ army we both 
belonged to were explicit and had to be 
obeyed: she dried her tears and went to 
prepare her little girl's tea and I went back to 
my sons.’ 

 

Reports vary on the extent of celebrations in 
Kibworth when the war finally came to an end in 
August 1945.  King George VI had broadcast to 
the nation on Wednesday evening August 15th 
and V J Day celebrations took place throughout 
the Wednesday and Thursday.  Thanksgiving 
services were held in all places of worship and 
there was dancing in the decorated and floodlit 
High Street. 
 
The Kibworth News stepped back to assess the 
broader picture, and the editor summed up his 
view: 
 

‘I walked through the three parishes of 
Beauchamp, Harcourt and Smeeton the other 
evening.  I looked upon them and thought of 
them.  Yes, “Our Village” (because we really 
should be one and united), with its houses 
tucked edgeways and sideways, looked to me 
very home like and very beautiful.  For our 
village - which fought in the Battle of Flanders, 
in Greece and Crete, at Singapore and El 
Alamein, fought on the sea, under the sea, the 
Battle of Britain and with heroic Malta, in 
North Africa and Italy, on the Beaches, in 
Normandy, France, Belgium and Holland, and 
now Germany; our grumbling, friendly, warm-
hearted, gossip-loving village, truly represents 
with tens of thousands of others of her kind, 
that free spirit - true and precious - which is, 
and will be, for ever England.  I said to myself 
proudly, “this is my village” - “Our village.”  
Solemnly and with great earnestness, 
something which lies deep within me saluted 
her!  May we be worthy of it.  May we do 
something and be something for her and for 
her sons and daughters, all of whom have 
been prepared to give their lives, and some 
have done so.  We salute you all’. 

 
 
 
 
Lecture researched by Norman Harrison 
and presented to the Kibworth History Society 
on 5 May 2016 

Victory in Europe Children’s Party, May 1945 
in Kibworth Harcourt 


