A History of Kibworth Bowling Club
by Beryl Tory
were G Gamble, J Brown, T Adkinson and the
brothers Harry, Tom, Vic Illiffe and so Kibworth
Bowls Club came into being.

Mr G Smith, Mrs J Smith, Mr E Smith 1987
Johnson & Barnes: Leicester v Kibworth, 1932

In many villages you will find a Main Street,
School Road, High Street and a Bowling Green
Lane but not in Kibworth. There was however a
bowling green at Cross Bank House: at the
bottom of the garden there was a hut with
lignum woods inside. Lignum is a very hard
wood from Australia.

There was a grand opening in 1928. Mrs Barnes,
wife of the owner of the hosiery factory on the
corner of Fleckney Road and Dover Street,
performed the opening but due to bad weather

All woods have a bias which means that they
turn when they are bowled. In the old woods,
to make them turn more, a small hole was
drilled and a small quantity of lead was put in.
This was illegal. Wooden bowls changed with
the weather and you had to be very skilful to
bowl with these woods compared with the
woods of today. Woods are now made of a
composite material.
Fields around villages were named or
numbered. The one we are looking at is 141
know as the cricket field. This field, owned by
Mr Bateman, was sold in 1909 along with other
parcels of land to Mr Mattock for £3358; a lot of
money in those days. The cricket field was used
for the annual flower and produce show. In the
corner of this field was a derelict grass tennis
court. In 1927 several men, not now playing
cricket, discussed starting a bowls’ club. They

this was held in the band hut. Vic Iliffe’s
daughter, Eileen, presented a bouquet to Mrs
Barnes. When the club celebrated its 75th
anniversary, Eileen was guest of honour and was
presented with a bouquet. It was in 1951 that
Mrs Elizabeth Goodey, who lived in the Manor
House on the High Street, daughter of the late
Mr Mattock, sold the land to Mrs Briggs and she
then sold the cricket ground to Mr Welton and
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there were three rinks and when another rink
was needed the members set to dig and level
the green themselves. En Tout Cas of Syston
laid the turf.
In the war years, as most of the men were too
old to go to war, they were able to play bowls but they did their bit in the Home Guard. On
the green the dress code was variable.

others. In December 1953 the land on Fleckney
Road was sold to the Leicestershire County
Council for the fire station, and it was in 1954
that members bought the land at the back of the
fire station for £300. I was told by Nell Bird, Lill
Peckham, Lill Sturgess and some of the older
members, that they had sewing afternoons at
Mrs Briggs’s to raise the money to buy the
ground.

Kibworth v Johnson & Barnes 1936

The Club’s headquarters was at the Royal Oak
Inn on the High Street. This is where Dodes and
the hairdressers are today. Tea was taken in the
band hut. Eventually there were two wooden
buildings, then a prefabricated building was
purchased for £30. This was one of several that
had stood on Fernie Road, Market Harborough.
The cost of these was met by loans from
members. The then Secretary wanted to retire
but the members said that they didn't want the
loans returned if the Secretary would stay. He
stayed!
Kibworth Ladies President Mrs Timson 1958

The first president was the head master of the
Grammar School Mr John Elliot. He held this
post until 1950 and there have been many
presidents since then. We have a different one
every year, although some come back to take up
the post again.
A ladies’ section was started in 1932 but
disbanded in 1937 and didn't start again until
1947. The ladies dressed in white. At this time

Kibworth Carnival 1977
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In 1977 and 78 the Bowls Club ran the Kibworth
Carnival to raise money for a brick building.
Then in 1980 the next section that housed the
kitchen was built. The length of the clubhouse
gave us the opportunity to play carpet bowls in
the winter when the outdoor green was a
problem. The green should play both ways but
that was not possible. So the management
started to look for land to build a new green. An
ambitious plan discussed was a six-rink outdoor
green and a three-rink indoor. Unfortunately
this didn't get off the ground.
H Ledger G Smith 1974

The Bilton Cup, Rugby, c1935

In the early days when the men played, they
travelled by train or bus playing as near as
Fleckney and as far away as Bilton near Rugby.
A cup was won in c1935 and several other cups
have also been won. The ladies used a bus until
there were more members with cars and the
cost of a bus was too high.

Mr H Backhouse, County President, with
Mr T Hustler, Opening New Clubhouse
May 16 1977

Mr B Adkinson Mr B Memory Mr F Needham 1954

Harborough Jubilee Sports Trophy 1983
Finalists: Kibworth ’B’ v Kibworth ‘A’ Winners
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In June 2001 members voted that if outline
planning permission was given to turn the green
into a housing development then we would look
for other land within the village. The land on
the edge of the village owned by the Bolton
family was bought and this meant that a six-rink
green could be laid. Also a large pavilion and
parking for 40 cars - what luxury! By the end of
2001 we were in the new clubhouse and we
would be able to bowl on the new green in May.

When I joined the Club in 1975 I was expected
to make the tea, for the men, on a rota, on a
Saturday.
We women only paid half
subscriptions until we became a mixed Club.
The carpet bowls was a great success and is still
played today in the winter.

1989 Winners of the Rothwell Shield
New bowling green and clubhouse, 2001

An official opening was performed by Mr
Garnier MP.

Market Harborough Springer Cup
& League Cup 1993

President David Burbery, Edward Garnier MP,
and President Moira Wheeler at the opening

The Club is run by a management committee
and then there are sub committees for the
green and bowling bar. The bar gives us some
much needed income. The social committee run
evenings of jazz, quizzes, and barbeques; this is
most important as it costs a lot to keep the
clubhouse in good order.

Ground being prepared for
new green and clubhouse
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February 2011

Gordon Bland & John Barnes, 2001

Mrs D A Bolton, President, 1979
Leicestershire Ladies’ County
Bowling Association

Club Gala, August every year

The ladies were keen to play county
competitions and have had several ladies in the
national finals at Leamington: Jenny Thorpe and
Dorothy Bolton in the pairs 1978, Joyce Smith,
Bessie Bromley and Joan Dilks in the 1981
triples, Jennie Flippence, two wood singles
Pauline Deane, Christine Burbery pairs 2010 and
the mixed pairs Zoe Eisler and Richard Trueman
in 2010.
Dorothy Bolton was County President in 1979
and Beryl Tory in 2005.
The Club is able to host county games as we
have the facilities to serve a hot meal for up to
70 people.

Mrs Beryl Tory, President, 2005
Leicestershire Ladies’ County
Bowling Association

We are always looking for new members and
one day we might have a junior section.
Beryl Tory
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