Alonzo Joseph Freeland
Alonzo Freeland and his wife settled in Kibworth
in 1886 to continue his professions as
pharmacist, analytical chemist and dentist.
Three daughters were born here and Alonzo
became a well known and respected resident in
Kibworth and surrounding area.
Perhaps
his
most
famous contribution to
Kibworth was that of
being a pharmacist
(popularly known as a
‘chemist’). All types of
medicinal
products
were
offered,
the
majority of which he
prepared himself. As a
qualified pharmacist he
served local doctors
and the public directly.
Alonzo Freeland
Packaging in boxes,
packets and bottles bore his own label, several
examples of which have survived. The shop and
adjoining rooms still exist today in Station Street
(currently Lloyds' pharmacy).

Freeland’s Pharmacy Shop

Linked with this were his skills in analytical
chemistry and dentistry. He would be called
upon to identify poisons and similar substances
and give expert opinion on them; today it would
be known as forensic science. He also practised
as the local dentist where for a small sum a
decaying tooth would be extracted.

A complementary activity was his manufacture
of waters and soft drinks, popular with all ages
of Kibworth people. These were made in a
separate building just north west of his shop
premises (the building was demolished in the
1970s). A variety of glass bottles and siphons
were used, many being inscribed with his name
and address.

Manufacturing Unit for Aerated Waters etc
(to rear & side of Freeland’s Pharmacy Shop)

Not surprisingly Alonzo was a photographer. He
took, processed and published photographs in
and around the Kibworth area during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. Often he worked
with Charles W Cooper in publishing. Many
images have survived, often in the form of
postcards, and they contribute significantly to
the visual history of the villages.
Alonzo and his family were talented musicians
and entertained local folk in the Village Hall or at
weddings and so on. He wrote and published
poetry, sonnets, lyrics, popular songs, and
hymns, and some of his work can be seen at the
Leicestershire Record Office in Wigston.
Business must have prospered as he had several
houses built in Weir Road which still exist today.
He moved to one of these prior to his
retirement. He died in Poole, Dorset, in 1925
aged 73.

